OIB Exemplar Scripts 2021
Geography Script L
Theme One: Maritime areas and geopolitics at the heart of a globalised world
Study Documents A and B
Document A – Information on world trade in crude oil.
World map of crude oil shipping routes with the location of strategic straits and canals indicated
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Daily amount of crude oil passing through strategic straits and canals in 2018
	Strategic strait or canal
	Daily volume of oil traffic in barrels per day

	Strait of Hormuz
	17 million 

	Strait of Malacca
	15 million

	Suez Canal
	4.5 million

	Bab el-Mandeb
	3.3 million

	Bosphorus / Dardanelles
	3 million

	Panama Canal
	1 million



Sources: Map adapted from http://nghiencuubiendong.vn/en/conferences-and-seminars-/507-south-china-sea-platform-for-prosperity-or-arena-for-altercation-by-nazery-khalid (2011), with trade flow data updated from https://www.worldoiltraders.com/sea-ports (2018)
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Document B – Black Arteries
Oil not only fuels our modern world but lubricates machinery, provides plastics and pharmaceuticals, and is used in the production of agrochemicals that help to produce the food we need. Over half of the global oil supply is delivered by tankers moving along the worldwide network of sea lanes, and thus passing through a variety of straits and canals. 
We have also constructed artificial chokepoints with our canals that link seas to create more direct shipping routes, such as the Panama Canal and the Suez Canal. When, in 1956, the Suez Crisis closed the canal for six months and forced shipping to re-route around southern Africa, the result was fuel shortages across Europe.
By far the most strategically critical strait today is Hormuz. The Persian Gulf produces about a third of the world’s oil, and Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and the UAE must all ship their oil exports through the Strait of Hormuz. Only Saudi Arabia and Iran are able to use alternative maritime links. The strait is busy with tanker traffic, transporting over 17 million barrels every day – one fifth of the world’s supply. But it also means that this artery carrying the oil to fuel the world’s economy is extremely vulnerable. Since 1973, the USA has spent over $7 trillion on its military presence in the Gulf to secure the steady flow of oil to global markets. The greatest fear is that international relations with Iran may deteriorate to such a point that the Iranian government slam shut this vital ‘chokepoint’ and put a stranglehold on world oil supplies.
Much of the oil from the Persian Gulf is shipped through the narrow Strait of Malacca. About a quarter of all the oil transported by sea – roughly 15 million barrels a day – passes through this strait in tankers, and then on to feed the economies of China, Japan, Korea, Indonesia and Australia.
While the nature of the major commodities may have changed through history, the role played by the geography of the seas and the strategic importance of naval chokepoints has remained ever critical. During most of history it was the seas that facilitated long-distance trade. Even today 90% of world trade is still carried by shipping.
Source: Adapted from ‘Origins – How the Earth shaped human history’ by Lewis Dartnell. Published by Penguin Random House UK in 2019.
a) How useful are documents A and B for understanding the importance of maritime trade routes to the global economy?
The first way in which Documents A and B can help us to understand the importance of maritime trade routes to the global economy is through demonstrating the link between merchandise as well as raw materials and maritime trade routes. Looking at Document A, a world map illustrating crude oil shipping routes with the location of strategic canals and straits, but also the daily amounts of crude oil passing through these strategic canals and straits in 2018, it is clear that oil exchange has an immense role in the global economy through maritime trade. This can be seen by the map that shows how crude oil exchange is very much exported to the USA and Europe; two of the three economic poles in world trade. Moreover, this document illustrates the importance of oil in maritime trade, as over 17 million barrels of oil are transported through the Strait of Hormuz, for example. Looking next at Document B, a text entitles ‘Black Arteries’ by Dartnell in 2019, it is clear that this document complements the first one in demonstrating the role of oil in the global economy. This can be seen particularly towards the start of the text, in which it is explained that “oil not only fuels our modern world but lubricates machinery, provides plastics and pharmaceuticals, and is used in the production od agro-chemicals”. This therefore shows the indispensability of oil on a global scale, meaning it is dominant in the global economy. Although both of these documents do provide information on the presence of oil in the global economy and how this is possible through trade, both documents are limited in the sense that they only deal with oil and no other raw materials. As a result of this, Document A does not show the importance of China in maritime trade and Document B does not address the importance of other products in maritime exchange, such as raw materials; Lithium that is a major component in cell-phone batteries, for example. Overall, although both documents have their limitations, they are overall useful in understanding the role of merchandise in the global economy through maritime trade.
The next way in which Documents A and B can help us to understand the importance of maritime trade in the global economy is through the role of straits and canals in maritime trade. Looking firstly at Document A, the map clearly illustrates the importance of straits and canals in the global exchange of oil. This can be seen by the large circles on the map, indicating the amount of crude oil that passes through the strait or canal each day. These are the Strait of Hormuz, the Malacca Strait, and also the Suez and Panama Canals, allowing the transport of millions of barrels of oil every day but also allowing maritime trade to be more effective by making routes shorter. Looking next at Document B, this importance of straits and canals in connection with the global economy and maritime trade is also demonstrated. This can be seen by the example of the 1956 Suez Crisis that “closed the canal for six months and forced shipping to reroute around Southern Africa, the result was fuel shortages across Europe”. This therefore shows how critical maritime straits and canals are in the global economy. Although both documents provide notable information involving trade through maritime straits and canals, they do have limitations. Document A particularly is limited in the sense that it does not especially highlight how the straits and canals make trade more effective. On the other hand, Document B is also limited as it does not explain why there does exist such high tensions around canals such as Suez in particular, but also the document is limited in describing and explaining the potential threats that the critical canals and straits face in the future due to the increasing size of ships, for example. Overall, concerning the role of straits and canals and their importance in trade and the global economy, Document A is quite limited whereas Document B is globally useful.
The final way in which Documents A and B can help in understanding the importance of maritime trade routes to the global economy, is by illustrating how maritime trade connects the world. Looking firstly at Document A, it is clear that the oil trade is present on a global scale and connects a majority of the continents. Following with Document B, it is clear that “seas [have] facilitated long distance trade” and it equally underlines how “even today 90% of world trade is still carried by shipping”, therefore showing the critical role global maritime trade has in global exchange. 
In conclusion, although both these documents provide useful information, they equally have limitations. This can be understood by the idea that neither document addresses the role of globalisation and territorial integration. This is necessary in understanding maritime trade and the global economy, as the more a country is globalised, the more it will be able to play a dominant role in maritime trade and thus the global economy, which is similarly increased by territorial integration. Overall, concerning how trade connects the world, and how this is uneven, Documents A and B are quite limited.


b) Using Documents A and B and your own knowledge, discuss the extent to which maritime canals and straits are a potential source of international tension.
Maritime canals and straits have a crucial role in the global economy due to the fact that they facilitate trade (maritime), which is at the heart of the global economy. Maritime canals and straits allow for more effective trade and avoid ships having to extend their trading route due to physical constraints. Due to this, countries aim to control the straits and canals, largely contributing to international tensions. 
The first way in which maritime straits and canals can become a source of international tension is through the major economic benefits that the straits and canals provide. Due to the fact that straits and canals shorten trade routes, there is a large amount of raw materials and merchandise that consequently passes through these straits and canals. This can be seen using Document A, in which the role of oil exchange through the straits and canals is clearly demonstrated. This can be seen through the example of the Strait of Hormuz, through which about 17 million barrels of oil pass each day, or by the Suez Canal through which 4.5 million barrels of oil passes daily. This economic benefit provided by straits and canals can also be understood through the importance of maritime trade in the global economy. This can be seen in Document B which states that “90% of world trade is still carried by shipping”. Due to the fact that trade is so dominant in the global economy, maritime straits and canals are made to be even more significant due to the fact that they facilitate trade. This therefore increases global tension because maritime straits and canals are so valuable and dominant in the global economy, and countries inevitably seek to dominate and control the straits and canals. This is a result of the clear correlation between increased trade, integration into the global economy, and thus increased globalisation.
Following the immense economic benefits that contribute to tension, another way in which maritime straits and canals contribute to global conflict is through the necessity of military presence. Due to the fact that maritime straits and canals posses such enormous value, countries seek to control the straits and canals but there is equally a large number of pirates. Due to piracy, but also trade dominance, countries therefore have a large military presence in the maritime straits and canals. This can be seen through the example of the Strait of Hormuz, in which the US, because of the immense value, “has spent over $7 trillion on its military presence in the Gulf to secure the steady flow of oil to global markets”, according to Document B. This again is a reflection of the link between maritime influence and maritime power, which is a crucial fact in today’s globalised world. Although military presence can work with the cooperation of multiple countries, this is often not the case. Another example to illustrate this would be the Malacca Strait. Due to the fact that the route “[feeds] the economies of China, Japan, Korea, Indonesia, and Australia”, the military presence of all these countries is high. This creates massive tension as countries plan attacks that would mean losing control over the strait, which would have devastating impacts on the country’s economy. In particular, China fears the potential attack of an illegal Indonesian Army Group and as a result of this, China has developed their military in the Strait of Malacca, posing a threat to the other countries present. This therefore, illustrates how, due to the economic value of the maritime straits and canals, countries deem their military presence necessary, which doubtless creates global tension.
The final way in which maritime straits and canals can be seen as a source of international tension is through their geographical location. With many straits and canals around the globe, and these having immense value, the countries that physically surround the strait or canal may be in political conflict, making the control of the canal or strait very challenging. The most significant example of this would be the Hormuz Strait, As seen with both Documents A and B, the Hormuz Strait is the most important passage of oil exchange, as stated in Document B, “a third of the world’s oil” is produced in the surrounding countries, resulting in the transport of “17 million barrels of oil every day”. However, the countries surrounding the strait and controlling it are in conflict. Iran and Oman have equal control of the strait; however, Oman is hostile towards Iran, who sees the strait as historically their own. Because of this, threats to close the strait have been made, particularly by Iran, and have greatly increased world tension, and as illustrated by Document B, the closing of the strait would “put a stranglehold on world oil supplies”.
Overall, due to the immense value of straits and canals, they are without doubt a source of international conflict.
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