
the Annotated 
Map

Question
- AMQ or 
croquis

The AMQ is one of the possible written questions in the 
Geography part of the OIB H/G Written examination 

(this has been the case since 2018) 



Annotated Map Question

• When the AMQ appears in the Geography part of 
the written exam it replaces the DBQ (document-
based question)

• Like a DBQ, an AMQ is structured in two distinct 
parts

Part (a)

Part (b)



Annotated Map Question
From 2020 onwards
The two parts in an AMQ will be as follows:

-Part (a): A  question linked to one of the areas studied that year, 
that requires candidates to produce an annotated map and a 
structured key. 
Part (a) is worth 10 marks.

-Part (b): A mini-essay question that requires candidates to use 
their annotated map and structured key, a second source document, 
and their own knowledge in their answer. The second source 
document is provided in the exam paper and could be a short written 
text, a photograph or a table of statistics. 
Part (b) is worth 10 marks.

NB  There is no longer a commentary in Part (a) of the AMQ



So, what does an OIB AMQ look like?

H
ere is the AMQ that appeared in the OIB Baccalaureate H/G paper in June 2019 
(time zone B)

NB. There is NO short commentary from 2020 
onwards

The number of marks for each 
part of the question never 
appears on the Exam paper



The Second source 
document – a short 
written text



The outline map to be completed – and onto which students 
must copy the title given in the question

Hubs and flows in globalisation



The structured key

Candidates must also produce a 
structured key for the map they 
have completed.

The key should be  on a separate 
sheet (provided) – NOT on the 
map or on the back of the map.



So, what’s new with the AMQ ?

The new OIB Geography Terminal syllabus (2020 onwards) 
provides us with new Themes on which to base our teaching 
and examining of annotated maps.

Themes 1, 2 and 3 (not 4) provide the basis for material

Theme 1 Maritime areas and geopolitics

Theme 2 Unequal integration and unequal development in a 
globalised world

Theme 3 The position of the European Union in a globalised 
world

Theme 4 will NOT be 
examined in the 
written exam.



    
    Exceptionally, this year in the 2020/2021 OIB 

Baccalaureate, only two of the three Themes will be 
examinable:

Theme 1 Maritime areas and geopolitics

Theme 3 The position of the European Union in a 
globalised world

ie  any AMQ in the Geography paper MUST come from 
one of these two themes !!



What next ?

• As OIB teachers, we now need to identify areas 
within both of the two themes which would be 
suitable AMQ material

For example, 

Within Theme 1 Maritime areas and geopolitics, 
one of the main areas of study is Geopolitical 
conflict in Maritime zones. This could well be a 
suitable title for an AMQ.



• We also need to decide which outline maps 
best fit the area of study identified.

• And having identified areas of study, we need to 
give thought to what outcome we might expect 
from an AMQ on this topic – in terms of the 
structured key and map drawn.

• Suitable second source documents also need 
to be found (a short written text, a photograph or 
a table of statistics) for use in Part (b) of the 
AMQ.



So, to recap:

Identify areas within Themes 1 and 3 which 
would be suitable material for AMQ titles

Decide what kind of map and key we would 
expect to draw from this in Part (a)

Select suitable outline maps

Find suitable second source documents 
(text/photo/stats) for Part (b) 
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