Wilkie Collins - The Moonstone

Reading the novel:
· The novel works well for independent reading as students can read a section at a time.
· They could have a bookmark with the character names on to help during reading
· Weaker readers may need a summary to give them the narrative arc to help with the reading

Context:
· Victorian Britain
· Crime and Police/Detectives in Victorian England (Sergeant Cuff based on the real life Inspector WHICHER
· Victorian house upstairs/downstairs
· British in India - colonialism
· Drugs - opium addiction
· Fictional detectives - detective genre - Dickens Inspector Bucket
· Biography of Wilkie Collins - interesting and unconventional figure
· Sensational fiction

Focus on Characters:
· Character portraits - factfiles
· The moonstone as a character?
· Mind map characters
· Mood board for each character and their narrative style
· Choose a key passage for each major character - close analysis
· Miss Clack - feminine voice in Victorian context
· Hexagons of characters to explore the relationships between them - students a=identify and explore links

Themes and possible areas for questions:
· Outsiders - foreignness - the other
· Identity
· deformity/invalids/sickness
· Social class and wealth
· Subjective Experience versus Objective Knowledge
· Science and religion
· Reputation and expectations
· Gender representations
· Journeys
· Fear of invasion
· Different Systems of Value
· Influence of the past on the present - memory
· Victorian morality
· British Imperialism

Style and Literary Features:
· Look at the narrative style of each speaker in each section - different voices and perspectives
· Reliability of the narration
· Ellipsis - information hid from the reader
· Structure of the novel - effects of serialisation
· Satire in the narrative of Miss Clack

Creative/Drama Tasks:
· Transform one of the narrative sections into a narrative from a different perspective - a journal, letter, police report
· Creative writing in the third person
· Mock trial or police interrogations
· Police board
· Draw the house and place characters inside/outside/upstairs/downstairs
· Plot locations - plot on map - google maps tour

Resources:

Want to share ideas and resources? Contact ailsa.walker@ac-nantes.fr

Kate Summerscale - The Suspicions of Mr. Whicher
BBC Adaptation available on DVD
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