


Absurd Person Singular: brainstorming session

Has anyone found a full-length performance of the play on DVD?

The play itself
· Very visual
· Dark comedy, especially act three; “seriously funny”/ funny and serious (not mutually exclusive); “black farce”
· Might remind them of other plays or movies they know (The Importance of Being Earnest / comedy of manners, farce, tragicomedy; Cuisine et Dépendances, Un Air de Famille, Le Diner de Cons, Le Père Noel est une ordure, La Grande Bouffe; “huis clos”)
· Intrusions into a private space – the intimacy of the kitchen
· Wearing a social mask
· “offstage action play”
· Setting: “the wrong room”, “backstage” area  “Nowhere says more about a person’s habit and background, the nature of their day-to-day existence, than their kitchen.” – Ayckbourn 

Ways into the play
· Looking into Ayckbourn’s life (e.g. philandering father)  unflattering portrait of male figures, although the portrait painted of women is not very flattering either
· Context: Britain in the 1970s  marriage, class, success, social mobility, gender roles, materialism, consumerism; Poulson Affair; watch season 2 The Crown?
· Do some research on the 1970s  house decoration, clothes, music, politics, society…
· “Englishness”  characters, language, situations, class structure (Watch some comedy sketches to get a feel for this Englishness?)
· Pre-teach some of the idiomatic expressions / clichés /colloquial expressions (matching, sketching, acting out, guessing games); helps to understand character better too
· Students’ definition of “success”; parents’ definition of success; now vs then
· Personal experience: parties gone wrong; experiencing the party “behind the scenes”, managing unexpected issues
· Importance of the kitchen  reflects one’s taste/personality (ask the students to sketch their own kitchen – “What makes it a potentially interesting setting for drama?” – how/where could unexpected problems arise? Thinking like a playwright or a stage director)
· Sketching the three kitchens from the detailed stage directions

Thematic issues
· Marriage and (in)fidelity; love?
· Power
· Gender
· Private vs public
· Communication and misinterpretation
· Said vs unsaid; seen vs unseen (even when it’s right in front of you)
· Comedy and tragedy
· Social status and private suffering
· Personal gain vs truthful relationships
· “winners” and “losers”
· Empathy
· Individualism – becoming someone, moving up, success
· Reversal of fortune
· claustrophobia

Other ideas or concerns
· How to stage / how to change the set between each act (revolving stage?); the door leading to the sitting room
· Theatre in the round; Scarborough theatre – improvisation (get the students to do some improv? Give situation cards, have them play roles and adapt to unexpected situations?)
· Audience reaction  laugh or sympathize?
· How to teach drama with social distancing or remote teaching? 
· Recording a radio play with the students?
· Relatability of the characters: identifiable, accessible
· Last Christmas; This Christmas; Next Christmas  prediction? Possible to imagine an alternative ending?
· Song (12 Days of Christmas); game (musical forfeits)  forcing people to play games; being forced to play; knowing people are watching








