The World’s Wife by Carol Ann Duffy
Ways into teaching - 11 october 2019, Sèvres



How would you introduce the text in a way that provokes curiosity and interest ? 
Introduce the dramatic monologue : definition + reading of ‘My Last Duchess’ and ‘Ulysses’. 
Write their own dramatic monologue, from a ‘silent’ woman : Melania Trump, Mrs Johnson, Mrs Zuckerberg, Mrs Snape, Mrs Bilbo, Claribel, Sycorax, Ophelia, Rosaline (or other women)
Use pictures as an introduction to the text : of the women portrayed or their partner. 
Start with controversial statements about women. 
Have the students read other poems by Duffy to get an idea of what she writes (students love ‘Achilles’ about D. Beckham)
Poetic techniques : sonnets. ‘Musée des Beaux Arts’ : Icarus story from different point of view and then write about it. 
Bechdel test : comic. -> test in mainstream culture to what extent women conversation revolve around male characters. 
Netflix : strong female characters, #metoo, gender boundaries -> male and female boundaries
1999 : date ! overall cultural context is different for students. 
	
	
	

	Keep the date in mind : 1999 is actually quite far in the past for our students. 
	Before anything, these poems are incredibly fun to read
	Fun Home is said to be a great read ! 


How would you engage students’ personal response to the text ? 
Start with the poetry reading log. (Approaches to teaching poetry 2016)
Read the collection/Record thoughts and ideas in reading diary/make one entry per core poem, you can use #)/note down words you don’t know, questions you have/ impressions on each poem subject, imagery, mood & tone/ pick your favourite poem and explain why you like dit/ overall impression of the collection/ sum up the collection in 3 #
‘Carol Ann Duffy has often spoken about poetry as an everyday event and not as a special occasion.’
Create a collage from one individual poem/group of poems/whole collection. 
Create a class collage from a whole poem. 
Moodboard : find images to illustrate the poem. Later, find a key quote for each picture, good for revision. 
Choose a soundtrack for individual poems (cf. Julie Jacquelin)
Slam the words
Act out a poem 
Illustrate a poem
Mythical figures : find classical representations of the mythical figures, find new pictures to fit the representation by Duffy and compare them ? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Compare with The Tempest and The Bloody Chamb




What thematic issue would you focus on and how would you help students to explore the issues through the text ? 
Explore the meaning of the title of the collection in depth to discuss overall meaning of the collection. 
Organise poems in groups for teaching or ask the students to group them first and at later stages of teaching and explain their choice. 
Not only political but above all use of language and poetic devices and also : 
Female voice, neglect, power, presence/absence, 
Revamping of the myth -> language  as  a way into understanding the themes. 
How would you help the students to appreciate how style, form, genre help to illuminate the text ? 
Slang, taboo words, abbreviated words and ellispsis, patterns, idioms, cockney rhyming slang, allusion, clichés, puns and wordplay, use of rhyme and half rhyme, répétitions, turning points, metaphors and similes, myths turned into 20th century metaphors, use of incongruous language, exaggeration and caricature, satire. Popular sayings, sound patterning, enjambment and ceasura, double entendre
Use of the sonnet (Demeter – Anne Hathaway)
Set one poem as critical appreciation
Rewrite in a different genre : dramatize the poems, answering back, how would a character repond today ? 
What are the perceived difficulties for students and what are some possible strategies to overcome them ? 
Necessity for background knowledge : Bible, mythology, fairy tales, 20th century culture (Moor Murders, Elvis) and literature. Ask them to research the different areas or produce of booklet of definition and stories or gather a playlist of introductory videos on Youtube. 
Salome : gustave moreau, check wilde exhibition to see for Salome pictures
Medusa : Caravaggio vs. Tattoo of Rihanna as Medusa ; Queen Herod : Massacre of Innocents by Poussin and Rubens ; Demeter : Alfred Mucha
First impression of simplicity/use of simple language can be reassuring for students but can also be deceptive. 
There may be some distorsions on feminism, or the way in which men are perceived
Biographical context (Jackie Kay)
Women are contained in little poems vs big myths
What would you call a male First Lady ? Mrs Merkel
Map of female politicians










What ideas/activities approached so far have worked well ? 
Track themes/background info. 
Read and discuss favourite poem/character
Keep initial reaction
Other poets : Ted Hughes, Auden -> myths rewritings
Group readings
From the second half of study, have students give presentations to the rest of the class. 
Writing back in the voice of the husband, or creative responses. :
An article on work/life balance by Mrs Sisyphus -> cartoon not same discussion again
Genres, domestic sphères and boundaries
Mrs Faust story sold exclusively to Hello
Mrs Rip Van Winkle : A Woman’s Hour 3 minute radio feature on men, women, sex and ageing with Mrs RVW as a guest. 
In Our Time students version about the collection with students having different roles. 
Dramatic performance of poems (live or film)
Balloon debate (with characters representative of some groups or some features) 


What do you think are potential areas for question setting ? 
Women, femininity, reversing roles, gender, point of view, humour, voice, love and relationships, transformation, female sexuality and fluidity, patriarchy, freedom and entrapment, power, control and liberation, poetry, motherhood, misfits and outcast, politics, feminism, public/private, magins, émancipation, debunking the myths, cultural control, tenderness, identity, tone, matriarchy, voicelessness, silence
Resources
Google Drive (ED)
Youtube Playlist (ED°
