What is meant by ‘Development’?

Development can be defined as a process of social and economic advancement, resulting in an improvement in the quality of human life.
	
Most geographers agree that development involves people becoming better off in material terms – an improved standard of living. However, as well as economic growth, development also involves demographic, social, political and cultural changes (see below).

The difficulty is that we in the UK and France tend to look at development from the standpoint of our ‘Western world view’ i.e. what has been good for us must be good for everyone else. Our path to development is the one that we encourage everyone else to follow. The ‘Western world view’ involves a belief in the following...

· The importance of progress.
· The inevitability of material (economic) growth.
· The solution of problems by the appliance of science and technology.
· The right of humans and human societies to dominate nature.
· The superiority of ‘eurocentric’ ideas and concepts such as democracy, equality and capitalism.

An alternative view is that development should be ‘appropriate, sustainable and participatory’. In other words, the views of the people whose countries are being ‘developed’ should be considered and the preservation of the natural environment should be a priority when development is planned. In many parts of the world, especially in the Islamic World, some people believe that ‘Western’ forms of development are so destructive of traditional cultures and ways of life that they should be resisted by armed conflict. This is one way of interpreting the actions of the Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Aspects of Development...

Economic Development: put very simply this is an increase in a country’s level of wealth and involves economic growth. Standards of living increase and people consume more. There is a change in the country’s employment structure – agriculture declines, services increase and manufacturing increases at first but declines later (as does environmental pollution). There is a greater use of natural resources and of energy. 

Demographic Development: This is linked very closely to the DTM. Death rates fall quite quickly after a country starts to develop, especially infant mortality rates. Then as people become more affluent, the birth rate starts to fall. While the birth rate is higher than the death rate, the total population grows rapidly. The increase in life expectancy, combined with a low birth rate can eventually lead to an ageing population.

Social Development: This is related to changes in people’s quality of life. Improved levels of education and literacy, access to medical facilities, clean water and proper sewage disposal, better housing, food security and increases in personal freedom are all aspects of social development.

Political Development: Democracy and increased personal freedom means that people have a greater say in who forms the government of their country and therefore they can influence the impact of government on their lives. Democracy is a western concept, however, and is not embraced by all developing countries. Some would argue that democracy leads to poor decision-making, regular changes in a country’s priorities and an inability to deal with long-term problems. China is a country which is developing rapidly but which has embraced an alternative political system. Some argue that it is the combination of free-market economic policies with China’s highly centralised and highly controlled political system which is the reason why their economy has developed so quickly.

Cultural Development: Modern Western countries believe in greater equality for women and also in the benefits of multi-cultural influences within society. It is true that educating women provides a spur to development but in many traditional societies racism and misogynism are still very common. 

TASKS:

1. Read pages 454 - 456 (down to the end of Figure 14.13) in ‘AS and A level Geography’ and then write definitions of the following...

· GDP
· GNI
· GNI per capita
· PPP
· HDI
· sub-Saharan Africa

2. Look again at the table on page 454 and comment on the geographical location of the countries in the right hand column.
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