Commentary on Script A
This script was awarded 10/20 – Bare Pass
Geog Essay Part a) WEAK 3/8
This response illustrates some common issues, which make the marking difficult. There is some knowledge of the topic, most of which is basic. There is an attempt to structure the answer but it is weak, e.g. the conclusion just repeats what has been said in the introduction. Understanding is lacking and so the arguments are either unconvincing or non-existent. The main problem is that the response fails to get to grips with the demands of the question. What is population structure? What are the characteristics of a youthful and an ageing population? How is all this linked to development? Relevant factors are included but not really explained. The approach is vague, repetitive and tangential. Examples are used but just sprinkled in from time to time. The fundamental problem is that there is no understanding of population structure and no real explanation of how a range of factors affect it.
Geog Essay Part b) SATISFACTORY 7/12
Once again, this one is difficult to mark. There is the incorrect assumption that young workers are the youthful population. The mark scheme suggests that we accept the increased workforce as a consequence of a youthful population (when they grow up) but this response does not make that link very clearly. However, despite this, there is some attempt to link the consequences of a youthful population to economic development and the arguments used are logical. This should be credited. There is also some attempt to evaluate, although weakly, and examples are used. Once again, the approach lacks real understanding of the issues and is tangential (but not quite as vague as in the first part). Despite the feeling that the lack of understanding restricts the response to ‘bare pass’, the mark scheme suggests that ‘Satisfactory answers should include some attempt to evaluate by looking at more than one impact.’ So, if we apply the mark scheme correctly, this response is ‘satisfactory’.
History DBQ Part a) BARE PASS 4/8
Knowledge and understanding are basic but there is an attempt to deal with the usefulness of both docs even though the interpretation of the docs is limited. The response is structured but the arguments are not really convincing – there are too many statements that lack development. The candidate appears to be using standard strategies, taught in class, without any real attempt to apply them to the docs or the historical context. Some attempt to place the docs into a broader historical context is needed to justify a higher mark.
History DBQ Part b) WEAK 5/12
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most of this does not really answer the question because it only focusses on China’s relationship with the USSR. It only starts to look at other aspects of ‘international relations’ towards the end of the response. Interpretation of the docs is weak (and often just repeats material from the first part – answering that question and not this one). Many of the statements are unsubstantiated and do not arise from the docs. ‘Own knowledge’ is restricted and understanding is poor. The response tends to ramble but does contain a few points worthy of credit – including some attempt to evaluate China’s international role and the mention of China’s relationship with the third world block and the USA.
So, overall 3/8 + 7/12 + 4/8 + 5/12 = 19/40 – which converts to 10/20
