Commentary on Script D
This script was used in examiner standardisation in June 2019
This script was awarded 9/20 – WEAK
Geog Essay Part a) WEAK 3/8
This response contains a few basic facts related to population structure. There is a basic understanding of push/pull, migration, birth rate and death rate but the understanding is faulty when the student tries to develop these factors and relate them to population structure. The examples are unconvincing because they include inaccuracies. Analysis is faulty but the final section on the USA is partly correct. There are no references to the stages of the DTM. A weak attempt at a conclusion – simply a list of factors (but they are the relevant ones). This response meets the criteria for ‘weak’ – but only just.
Geog Essay Part b) VERY WEAK 3/12
The response includes very little of the indicative content outlined in the mark scheme, and therefore misses the point of the question. However, it could be argued that the question does not specify economic development and the introduction and the conclusion present a valid case which the student tries to analyse in the body of the essay. If we accept this, the political consequences of a youthful population are valid. The influence of migration on the structure of the USA population is also relevant – for example the larger labour force as a result of a large number of young people. The mention of a competitive and numerous work-force in China may also deserve some credit. However, much of the response is irrelevant to the question and, as this is a Geography essay and the response contains much that is simply wrong, it is difficult to give this a mark above ‘very weak’.
History DBQ Part a) SATISFACTORY 5/8
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some errors of content e.g. Gorbachev. Tends to describe the documents rather than analyse them. Much better on Doc A than Doc B, so the response is unbalanced. Very little about the limitations of the documents. However, there is an interesting conclusion that gives an overview of the two documents. This conclusion lifts the quality of the response a little. The historical context is correct in places. Uses own knowledge to contextualise and understand the documents.
History DBQ part b) SATISFACTORY 7/12
Good use of own knowledge and some focused use of the documents. The response hovers between elements of ‘bare pass’ and ‘satisfactory’. There are doubts about ‘sound understanding’ but much of this is better than ‘basic’, both in terms of knowledge and understanding. There is some attempt to analyse and provide judgements.
So, overall – 3/8 + 3/12 + 5/8 + 7/12 = 18/40 which converts to 9/20
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