Commentary on Script C
This script was awarded 19/20 – VERY GOOD
Geog Essay Part a) VERY GOOD 8/8
There is a clear and consistent focus on answering the question, starting with a clear understanding of what population structure actually is. The response is effectively structured and there is excellent use of examples. Knowledge is extensive and well directed, while understanding is impressive – the attempt to link primary factors (demographics) with the secondary factors (economic and political) shows a sound ability to construct telling arguments and a ‘big picture’ approach. 
Geog Essay Part b) VERY GOOD 11/12
The response is well focused on the demands of the question and well structured. Knowledge and understanding are both extensive and detailed. Arguments are perceptive and well developed, with sound logical progression in places. The response is broadly evaluative and judgements arise out of the arguments used. A few of the arguments could be challenged, e.g. the health of the youthful population and a broader range of examples would have strengthened the response. Despite this, the response reflects the criteria for ‘very good’ rather than ‘good’.
History DBQ Part a) GOOD 7/8
This is a well-balanced response which shows well directed knowledge of the whole period and a highly skilled interpretation and use of the docs. Limitations are discussed and both docs are taken together at times. The broader historical context provides something of a ‘big picture’ approach. The response is not perfect but there is enough here to justify ‘very good’. 
History DBQ part b) VERY GOOD 12/12
[bookmark: _GoBack]This response covers the entire period and shows a ‘big picture’ approach. Knowledge is extensive, detailed and well directed, while the understanding is very good. The response is well structured and broadly evaluative, providing evidence-based judgements at times. It uses the Docs well but places them into a historical context with very good ‘own knowledge’. The initial thought that the response is too heavily based on the Sino-Soviet relationship is dispelled in the later part of the essay. It does not cover every possible aspect of China’s international relations during the Cold War but there is enough to justify full marks – how much can we expect in the time constraints of the exam?

So, overall – 8/8 + 11/12 + 7/8 + 12/12 = 38/40 which converts to 19/20
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