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Geography Essay: Demographic Issues.
Part a) Explain the factors that determine population structure. [8 marks]
I will explain the factors that determine population structure. We can use different indexes such as the fecundity rate or children mortality rate but also the importance of the country’s development, if it is attractive.
The North and South division separates MDCs (most developed countries) from LDCs (less developing countries) or emerging countries. As a consequence, the image of a country as a developed or emerging country is important for the determination of population structure. In MDCs, for example the USA, its population is extremely young and dynamic because of the standards of living, that are higher, it is attracting more and more people from the world. If it is migration for a better job and that the person is from an MDC, we call it ‘brain drain’. The USA in this case is an immigrating country and it is a ‘pull’ factor. The push and pull factors are the reasons why the country attracts or repels people. An example of a ‘push’ factor could be wars or low standard of living. Although the USA has ended its demographic transition, its population is still increasing because of migration and its high fecundity rate (for an MDC) due to the American values. Thus, the population is young and the age dependency ratio low.
However, MDCs are attracting migrants from LDCs and emerging countries. Some emerging countries have not yet finished their demographic transition, while China has artificially ended its own. As a consequence, it has an ageing population. However, China is an immigrating and emigrating country. Some Chinese people go to Australia since it is more developed, for example in health sectors and technology, while people settle in China because China is becoming richer. Meanwhile in LDCs such as African countries, the child mortality rate is extremely high while the death rate is also extremely high, thus the population is quite young. Because of the lack of health care, and hygienic precautions, more people die from diseases. Also, the fecundity rate is very high.
The factors that determine population structure are economic factors, if a country is more or less developed, migration, the demographic transition, fecundity rate, child mortality rate and the age dependency ratio.

Part b) Evaluate the impact of youthful populations on development. [12 marks]
I will evaluate the impact of youthful populations on development by comparing the USA and China economically, political and culturally speaking as well as demographically speaking.
China has artificially ended its demographic transition with the ‘one child policy’. As a consequence, the fecundity rate is quite low and the population is ageing. Thus China ‘imports’ women from other countries which leads to the decrease of the fecundity rate. The one child policy means the taxation of big families and giving privileges to small families. The USA has ended its demographic transition, however, because of migration and American values, its fecundity rate is abnormally high for a developed country. As a consequence, its population is young and dynamic, and it benefits from its climate – so it attracts more people, even from other MDCs which leads to brain drain. Both countries have good standards of living, even if in China it varies from one region to another – the inland areas being less wealthy than the coastal cities.
The USA has the first GDP in the world, two coasts connecting the USA to Asia and Europe, but also to North and South America. The sun belt is dynamic, it benefits from climate and is urbanised as a consequence. – it attracts people. Migration is important since some people are coming because of education and some will even find a job in the USA leading to an economic activity. Also, most of the major cities are located on the coast. Thanks to its gigantic lands, the USA is the first agricultural producer and exporter. It is also developing its technology and cultural goods to send them to Asia. Like the USA, China is more dynamic on its coasts and it is connected to other parts of Asia e.g. Pusan in South Korea, which is a developed country. The Chinese are becoming richer, making them good customers but also competitive with a cheap and numerous work-force. It is the leading industrial producer. The USA is a developed country while China is an emerging country. The US dollar is the international currency, while the Japanese currency (the yen) is said to be the international currency in Asia.
Politically speaking, the American youthful population had an influence on its government. During the Vietnam War, the Americans were seen as the aggressors and had their first military failure. The Hippies movement was created in opposition to this violence and was proclaiming a message of love. When Barak Obama became president, he called back the soldiers from Vietnam because of the tensions the war had created. However, in China after WW2 the Chinese students walked on Tiananmen square, asking for democracy, the government relied by sending in the army. This is an example of the impact of youthful populations on the political development. Moreover, China is based on the ‘one country, two systems’ policy – it is ruled by a communist government but it created SEZs (special economic zones) that attract foreign companies with the cheap work-force and has a capitalist economy for example Hong Kong.
Culturally speaking, the American culture has spread world-wide, and as a consequence it attracts people. Added to the fact that the Americans speak English, the international language, while the Chinese language is extremely difficult to learn, it is easier to go to America than China. And the USA exports its cultural goods through TNCs (transnational corporations), Starbucks, Facebook, and so on. China on the contrary, has only cultural influence in Asia, in opposition to the Japanese culture (J-Pop) with mangas and animes, and the Korean culture (K-Pop) with music such as BTS known worldwide, or dramas.
The impact of youthful populations on development depends on a lot of factors; the development of the country (politically, demographically and economically speaking) and the government’s vision. In the USA, the youthful population is more important than in China. It can to a certain extent influence the development of a country.


HISTORY DOCUMENTS: China and the world from 1949 to the end of the twentieth century. 
Study Documents A and B.
Part a) How useful are Documents A and B for a historian studying the changing relations between China and the USSR between 1949 and 1976? [8 marks].
In Doc A, two Chinese workers are talking with a Soviet expert. When the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) forced Chiang Kai-Shek to fly to Taiwan with the Kuomintang and Mao Zedong proclaimed China a communist country, the USA used containment by isolating China. It had military bases in South Korea but also in Taiwan. China then asked the USSR for help since they were both communist. As a consequence, Stalin sent Soviet engineers to China in order to develop the Chinese industry. China was based on agriculture not on industrial revolution. The saying on the document is “Study the Soviet Union’s advanced economy to build up our nation”. This was after World War II, China had repelled the Japanese invasion, the USSR and the USA remained the great winners of the war, they had freed many countries. The Soviet expert looks wealthy and all neat while the Chinese workers are clothed with big coats. The Soviet expert has quite a developed belly, meaning that he lacks of nothing. The chimneys behind them are letting out smoke so people are working efficiently and this could show the numerous jobs that can be done there in order to help the country, to build up the nation. Both Soviet and Chinese people are shown in the same document – that could mean that they are working together to achieve success and that they have mutual respect for each other, they are on an equal footing. This is representative of the good Soviet – Chinese relations at the beginning of the Cold War.
In Doc B, Deng Xiaoping (president of the PRC delegation at the UN) describes the USSR as an “oppressor” that “does not honour its words, is untrustworthy”. After Stalin, Gorbachev called back the Soviet engineers from China. China saw this as treachery and decided to negotiate with the USA. However, with the Cold War, China decided to remain neutral during the conflict – as a consequence, in Doc B, China calls the USA and the USSR “the biggest international exploiters and aggressors” that subject “other countries to their control”. And China claims to “firmly support all oppressed peoples and oppressed nations”. By saying this, China loses its neutrality and joins a third party in the war, the countries against the two superpowers. 
After the Sino-Soviet split, Chinese relations with the USSR were tense and China decided to negotiate with the USA. However, with the Cold War, China rejects the relations it had with both countries and attempts to lead the non-aligned nations. The documents cover the history of the Sino-Soviet relations but not in all their entirety.

Part b) Using Documents A and B and your own knowledge, evaluate the role of China in international relations during the Cold War. [12 marks].
The Cold War opposed the USA to the USSR, but the armed conflicts only took place in other places, outside the USA and USSR’s own lands. We will see how China’s relations with the USA and the USSR changed, how China is influencing international relations, and to what extent it was able to influence the world.
China being communist, the USA isolated it by using the containment doctrine, i.e. if a country became communist it is likely to infect its neighbours so it has to be isolated. As a consequence, China asked the USSR for help and, as Doc A shows, Soviet experts were sent to China in order to rebuild the nation. However, Gorbachev replaced Stalin and called the experts back, China sees this as treachery and that is why, in Doc B, Deng Xiaoping depicts the USSR as “untrustworthy”. With the Cuban missile crisis, China saw the failure of the USSR, and Deng refers to this event by speakin of “Latin America”. During much of the Cold War, the USA and the USSR had no relations with China and Deng calls them “international exploiters and oppressors”. China also recalls the two previous World Wars and shows the dangers to the world during the Cold War by talking of “a source of a new World War”. This means new weapons, more deaths and it insists on the dangers of “the large number of nuclear weapons” that the two superpowers have, meaning that they could create a nuclear war. The USA and the USSR knew about it, they agreed to the SALT I agreement and the non-militarisation of the moon treaty.
China stands with another party than the American or Soviet one, it stands with the “Third World”, showing the division between China, the USA and the USSR. In Doc B, China openly criticises the actions of both superpowers, “they carry on … a contested arms race, … set up military bases everywhere”. “Military bases” refers to the American ones that were located in Europe and the Soviet ones that were based in the Middle East. China stands against them and “firmly supports all oppressed peoples … in their struggle to defend national independence”. In the Vietnam War, China supported the Vietcong against America, leading to the military failure of the American army. It also supported the Red Khmers and Pol Pot, calling the support “our international duty”. China tries to support and help all the oppressed countries that do not have a part in the Cold War conflict in order to end the war. Den Xiaoping insists on the idea that the world needs to stop the USSR and the USA, “expose it, oppose it, and work together”. He insists on the unity of the world to achieve peace.
However, Deng Xiaoping refers to the “cultural revolution” that was an ethnic cleansing of China. Also, he refers to China as “not a superpower”, showing his inability to act as a possible influence on the USA and the USSR. China is described as “not their match in strength”. Moreover, China is not what it claims to be because Deng Xiaoping says “if capitalism is restored in a big socialist country”. Even if he could mean it politically, China has moved to being a communist political system with a capitalist economy, as shown by its SEZs (Special Economic Zones). Thanks to the ‘One China, two systems’ principle, in order to attract foreign companies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]China’s role in international relations during the Cold War was at first important since it had relations with the USSR before the Sin-Soviet split and later with the USA. China also tried to influence the non-aligned countries that did not take part in the Cold War to pacify the conflict but China failed since nobody dared go against two superpowers that possessed a large number of nuclear weapons.
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