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Geography Essay: Urban trends and issues of urbanisation.
Part a) Explain the main reasons for the growth of megacities. [8 marks]
Since the 1950s, megacities have experienced outstanding growth characterised by its rapidity. Megacities have more than doubled since the beginning of the 20th Century, to be today at the number of 24 worldwide and their growth doesn’t stop, this for multiple reasons such as migrations, economic, social and demographic factors.
First, megacities grow thanks to the important number of migrants coming in to live there. These movements are mostly centripetal such as rural-urban migration, gentrification (which is the movement of mostly young successful population rehabilitating left-out areas of the cities, something that can be observed in the city of Los Angeles for example) as well as re-urbanisation, happening in MEDCs. Moreover, megacities represent growth poles, referring to Myrdal’s model. Indeed, they constitute the core area of development of a region or country, thus attracting population from the other, less developed, often rural areas. An example of that can be found in Brazil, where the SE region is the most economically developed and home to the megacity of Sao Paulo, experiencing migration and growth.
Essentially, the reasons for these migrations can be explained through Lee’s migration model of push and pull factors, from rural to urban areas. Whether they be local to the country or international, economic and social reasons play an important role. Regarding the economic reasons, rural areas can be characterised by high unemployment as they experience less economic activity. Indeed, rural areas activities are mostly agricultural (in both MEDCs and LEDCs) which does not always permit strong economic development. Rural areas provide less opportunities for economic success and wealth and security for the inhabitants, whereas megacities do. Indeed, megacities offer a variety of job opportunities and especially jobs that offer higher wages such as in the tertiary, financial and even quaternary sector for MEDCs. Megacities are more dynamic and offer a higher perceived perspective of success through the larger offer of opportunities. This is also due to the fact that megacities are integrated into the globalisation process.
Socially, rural areas experience more poverty and often poorer living conditions. This translates into the hardship of access to the scarce services, most importantly health services, often only present in cities, and education services, such as higher education. The remoteness of rural areas from these services represent a drain to the local people. Moreover, although rural communities can have a more human scale, they are often also knot-tied communities with a higher stress on traditions which especially young people can wish to grow apart from by moving to megacities. Indeed, megacities can be seen as offering more freedom as well as a greater number of services and access to culture, education. This can be seen in Mumbai where students from rural areas move to the slum of Dharavi to get access to higher education to grow apart from poverty.
Most of these rural to urban migrations are done by young individuals of working age who the often have children. This greatly affects the growth of megacities as their birth rate increases. The greater number of health services also helps to decrease infant mortality which participates in the overall increase of the population.
Overall, megacities grow thanks to migrations and demographic factors which take root in social and economic reasons.

Part b) To what extent do you agree that megacities display similar features, regardless of location? You should refer to at least two case studies of megacities in your answer. [12 marks]
Megacities, cities of over 10 million inhabitants, are today mostly located in developing countries, as 18 out of 24 of them are. They are present all over the world and in very differently positioned countries on the global scene as they are both in developing and developed countries such as Mumbai in India and London in the UK. Although they present similarities, they also present differences which can be observed through demographic, economic, social and environmental aspects.
To begin with, the first point of similarity that megacities have are their demographic features. Indeed, they present very large populations with high density. Also, they are continuously growing. More and more people are moving to megacities regardless of their location. They can also be characterised by a rather youthful population as they can have high birth rates. However, though their populations are high, they present disparities as for example London is home to 22 million inhabitants while Mumbai is home to 60 million, more than the total population of Norway and Sweden combined. This difference in population size affects how the population is managed, especially the difficulty of managing it. In Mumbai, rural-urban migrations are extremely high and people from all over India move to this city. Over 500 people enter the city each day. This growth is thus hardly manageable and increases density as these people move into the city and not around it, so making the city more and more concentrated. In London, on the other hand, migrants mostly come from other UK cities as well as internationally (stressing on the disparities in prestige and attractiveness of different megacities). Most importantly, these migrants increase the urban sprawl of London, rather than concentrating in the centre of the city.
Some common points are also to be found regarding economic aspects. Megacities are often leading economic cities with a highly developed tertiary sector, job opportunities and variety. They present problems regarding the development of the informal economy. Nevertheless, megacities in developing countries are often more prone to this problem as their regulating infrastructures are weaker than in developed countries. This can be seen in the Dharavi slum in Mumbai, where although poverty is high, a concentrated informal economic hub has developed over the years through the initiative of the local people. This contrasts with the highly developed, formal financial sector in London in the ‘City’. Indeed, megacities economies are not evenly integrated into globalisation, especially financial globalisation. Megacities in MEDCs are often the source of remittances sent abroad and this participates greatly in the world’s economy, even overseas. They are also the home of big TNCs headquarters as well as international organisations.
Moreover, megacities present social features present across all 24 of them. Indeed, they present problems of strong inequalities between the rich and the poor regarding wealth but most importantly spatially, with social segregation which can also be influenced by ethnic and cultural segregation. There is also a strong housing problem linked to its expense. Housing, because of its rarity, is extremely expensive in megacities. This is the case in London, where to compensate, people often share apartments but also in Mumbai where a high number of people move to slums, originally temporarily but often ending up staying there long-term. These slums present problems regarding health and especially clean water. Poverty is a common problem in all megacities but the scale of the problem varies between MEDCs and LEDCs. Transport in megacities can also be highlighted. In London, the city has developed its transport networks with great organisation, whereas in Mumbai, going around the city can be chaotic with limited regulations on the roads. Such high populations also lead to sound pollution which can be a problem in all megacities. However, megacities are the centre of education which can enable their further development.
Regarding their environment, megacities share common problems but manage them in different ways. Indeed, pollution is a key problem that megacities have to deal with, whether it be sound, air, water or light pollution. In London, sustainable measures are put into place to limit these problems. This translates into transport schemes such as the daily £8 congestion charge which tries to limit road traffic and the creation of carbon-neutral housing such as BedZED. On the other hand, Mumbai struggles to put into place such sustainable measures as it has numerous other problems to deal with. NGOs attempt to handle some issues such as the recycling problem but today only 42% of the garbage in Mumbai is recycled, which is not very effective.
Overall, megacities display similar features on the surface but great disparities can be observed, especially due to their different levels of development and their place on the international scene.

HISTORY DOCUMENTS: China and the world from 1949 to the end of the twentieth century. 
Study Documents A and B.
Part a) How useful are Documents A and B for a historian studying the changing relations between China and the USSR between 1949 and 1976? [8 marks].
The two documents presented deal with China’s relations with the USSR. Document A is a Chinese poster by Ding Hao published in June 1953 representing two Chinese workers listening to what the Soviet expert has to say about the industrial plan as they are in an industrial area as we see from the background. Document B is a speech delivered by Deng Xiaoping as the chairman of the PRCs delegation at a UN session in April 1974, where he criticises the USSR’s and the USA’s imperialism and supports the developing world.
Document A could be useful studying Sino-Soviet relations as it is an insight into what the Chinese government and people might think at the time it was published in 1953 and is very explicit on the nature and objectives of this relationship – economy. Moreover, it shines a light on the Soviet role in the development of the PRC, as the Soviet model is to be ‘studied’ to ‘build up our nation’. Soviets are put on a pedestal of success as we can see by how the workers look at the Soviet expert and the use of the term ‘advanced economy’. Moreover, although there is co-operation as they talk, the Soviet expert seems superior as he is wearing a suit compared to the work attire of the Chinese workers, as well as the fact that he is the one doing the talking.
However, the source of the document may not be reliable as it probably is propaganda. It also does not provide an insight into the evolution of the relationship and other aspects of the co-operation apart from industry. Also, it does not provide a point of view of China from the USSR’s perspective.
Document B would be of use for a historian as it presents a concrete view of China’s perspective as it is one of the nation’s leaders who speaks in front of the UN and provides another viewpoint in time. Also, it provides reasons for the end of Sino-Soviet relations as the PRC harshly criticises both superpowers as ‘exploiters’ and ‘oppressors’. One can also see that the USSR was beginning to be a military threat to the PRC which provides an insight into its imperialist aspirations and is contrary to what a socialist country should be – according to China. The PRC had also found new allies in the third world countries.
Nevertheless, the document doesn’t provide much context and doesn’t provide an international perspective, nor a Soviet reaction. The fact that it is a speech delivered to the UN also warns us against a possible bias as the PRC might have wanted to please third world countries. Furthermore it doesn’t give all the reasons for the Sino-Soviet split nor other factors from the break, other than the status of the Cold War.

Part b) Using Documents A and B and your own knowledge, evaluate the role of China in international relations during the Cold War. [12 marks].
During the Cold War between the two superpowers (the USSR and the USA), China developed itself and grew to determine its position on the international stage. It is thus interesting to evaluate the role of China during the Cold War in international relations through the different stages of the war.
In 1949, when Mao declared the PRC after the civil war, China needed help to reconstruct, modernise and protect the nation. As it is an apparent ‘natural alliance’ for both being communist, China went to the USSR to receive this help. Through a treaty with the PRC, Stalin provided China with thousands of Soviet advisers to help them to develop, as well as installing the first five-year plan based on the Soviet model, which Doc A represents. Indeed, China meant to ‘build up’ the nation with Soviet help. During this period that can be called the ‘Sino-Soviet honeymoon’, China firmly positioned itself as an ally of the USSR during the Cold War or at least in the communist bloc as it could be observed during the Korean War from 1950 to 1953 during which China helped to push away the American forces, positioning itself as a power of the communist bloc. Moreover, the conflict between China and the USA also translated itself during the Taiwan Strait crisis in 1958. However, towards the end of the 1950s, the PRC grew apart from the USSR because of ideological disagreements during the XXth Communist Party meeting and questions of leadership style. After that, during the 1960s, the PRC was more and more isolated as it wasn’t allied to either the USSR or the USA and so tried to develop its influence on the third world during the Bandung conference in 1955 but tensions were high with India and they went to war in 1962. India, being a leader of the non-aligned movement, during the first years of Détente, China was isolated apart from its alliances with North Korea and North Vietnam.
However, in the early 70s, the PRC grew closer to the USA through the 1971 ping-pong diplomacy, Nixon’s official visits in 1972 and 1975, the Shanghai communique in 1972, growing cultural and economic exchanges, as well as its official recognition over Taiwan. However, the USA’s recognition of the PRC and its new seat at the UN and Security Council were mostly thanks to the newly independent countries of Africa who voted in favour of the PRC over Taiwan for the UN seat. China thus had a more influential stance within the developing world than with the two superpowers, a fact reflected in Document B, a speech delivered at the UN.
Moreover, in the 1980s, though tensions renewed with the USA, especially by the end of the period because of China’s disrespect for human rights during the Beijing Spring in 1989 with the Tiananmen Square massacre, which strained relations with the USA, relations with the USSR became more peaceful thanks to Gorbachev’s initiative. Moreover, the PRC became more diplomatic with its Asian neighbours such as Japan, with the treaty of Friendship in 1988.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, the PRCs role during the Cold War wasn’t major, although it challenged the USSR’s position as communist leader, it was mostly an isolated nation which became closer to the third world as seen in Doc B.
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