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Geography Essay: Demographic Issues.
Part a) Explain the factors that determine population structure. [8 marks]
The study of population structure is the search of the characteristics of a population in terms of age and gender. It is often represented by a population pyramid which separates the population into age groups of five years on the vertical axis and genders on the horizontal axis. It shows the proportion of young and elderly people. Different factors determine the population structure, these are demographic factors that are directly linked to it, and economic factors and national policies which affect the demographic factors.
The population structure is determined by demographic factors. When there are high birth rates and high death rates (which means the number of births and deaths per 1000 of the population per year), so there are a high number of people being born and dying, the population remains young. The high birth rate gives the population pyramid a broad base and the high death rate a narrow top. When the death rate drops, the population starts to age, there is a larger percentage of elderly people and this will reduce the fertility rate (the average number of children born to a woman in the reproductive age) and there is a lower infant mortality rate, hence less pressure to have large numbers of children. Thus, the population pyramid develops an ace-of-spades shape, which means that it is an ageing population. When the birth rate and the death rate are low and roughly equal, the population pyramid looks like a tower, which means that there are equal proportions of people in each age group. Even though infant mortality rate directly affects the fertility rate, demographic factors are often determined by other factors.
Economic factors affect demographic data which determine the population structure. Economic development means that medicine improves and that the food intake is bigger and more reliable. These two factors make the death rate decrease as diseases are better cured and fewer people suffer from hunger. Economic development also means that the primary sector employs less than the secondary and the tertiary sectors, so fewer children are needed to work in the fields – so the fertility rate and the birth rate decrease. So economic development affects the population structure which becomes more elderly.
Population structure is often regarded as a national issue and some governments have implemented policies to determine it. In most MEDCs the population is ageing, there is even a natural decrease in population in some countries which means that deaths exceed births. To avoid this phenomenon, France has implemented pro-natalist policies like allowances for large families, social benefits and longer maternity leave. Overall, France tries to reduce the economic cost of parents having children and this has been quite successful as the fertility rate remains at 2.1, which is the replacement rate to avoid natural decrease. On the other hand, China had too large a population growth so it decided to create the ‘one-child policy’ in 1979 to reduce population growth and change the population structure. This worked so well that the Chinese population is now 1.3 billion instead of the 1.7 billion that had been predicted – but it has seriously affected the population structure. Fewer births meant that there are fewer young people while the number of elderly people increased. It also caused a gender imbalance because of infanticide of girls, leading to a preponderance of young men – the ‘spare branch’ problem.
Overall, population structure is determined by a set of demographic factors which themselves are affected by economic development and the action of governments.

Part b) Evaluate the impact of youthful populations on development. [12 marks]
When the birth rate is high and life expectancy is low, the population structure is characterised by a large proportion of young people. Uganda is in this situation with a fertility rate of 7 babies per woman and a life expectancy of 52 years in 2007, and 55% of the population was under 15 years old. A young population offers opportunities for development but also creates challenges in the economic, social and environmental fields.
First of all, a young population means that the demand for goods and services increases. Schools need to be built, more food needs to be produced, but this increasing demand spurs economic activity and can have a very good effect on development. A young population is often healthy and it means that less money is spent on health care services, so the state can invest more in the economy. Moreover, a young population is a future large workforce, so potentially increasing economic activity. In the 1960s Singapore used this asset to develop the industrial sector before shifting to financial services. Furthermore, TNCs are well informed of population structures. When the population is young, they tend to invest more in the country, knowing that it will become a large workforce. The country is more attractive to foreign investment. So, a youthful population offers great opportunities for economic development.
However, the young population is not yet working so other people need to work for them. This creates full employment. In 2007, with 55% of the population under 15, Uganda had an unemployment rate of only 3%. The demand created by the youthful population has great social impact as it creates jobs for everybody. Moreover, a youthful population can be easily educated and trained to be adapted to the modern economy. People in the working age cannot be sent back to school and it is expensive to re-train them. Young people are a potential qualified and educated workforce.
The education provided to young people often raises their awareness of environmental issues. Moreover, they are often imaginative and dynamic and they can launch initiatives for sustainable development as they feel more concerned about it.
However, a youthful population creates a lot of challenges as well in the economic, social and environmental fields. With over half of its population under 15 in 2007, Uganda had a high dependency ratio, which means that there is a high proportion of non-working people who are dependent on the working population. It means that few people pay taxes and that government spending is high, as it has to pay for schools and further education. This can create government deficits and state debt as was the case in Uganda which was heavily indebted. Uganda had to ask for a loan from the IMF which was granted on the condition of the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP). SAPs consisted of reducing the government spending and austerity measures which can have a de-multiplier effect – the purchasing power is hit and so is the demand. Thus, economic activity can decrease sharply. Youthful populations can, therefore, create serious economic problems.
Moreover, if a youthful population is a future large workforce, it can also be a future high unemployment rate. If economic growth is not dynamic enough, there will be too many workers for the jobs available. Furthermore, with its young population and its fertility rate of 7, Uganda has a very high population growth as young people enter the reproductive age. This can put a strain on economic development and enhance social inequalities as there is more pressure on natural resources, housing and services.
The increased pressure on resources is a threat to the environment. A youthful population is a growing population which needs more food, water, oil and other resources. This has raised concerns and many people talk about over-population on Earth, which is not sustainable. Indeed, a youthful population needs sustainable development to adapt its demand to the environmental resources. The problem is that development often takes the ‘quick fix’ approach and is not sustainable as a result.
Overall, a youthful population offers dynamism in the economic field, which can lead to sustained economic growth in the future. However, the high dependency ratio which can lead to serious economic problems in the shorter term. Also, unemployment may grow as the population reaches the working age if economic growth does not keep up. A youthful population increases population growth and puts pressure on resources which can create environmental challenges. To sum up, the impact of a youthful population on development depends on other factors such as the economic state of the country and its attractiveness to investment.

HISTORY DOCUMENTS: China and the world from 1949 to the end of the twentieth century. 
Study Documents A and B.
Part a) How useful are Documents A and B for a historian studying the changing relations between China and the USSR between 1949 and 1976? [8 marks].
Mao was the leader of China from 1949 to 1976, until 1956 he had very good relations with the USSR. Doc A is a poster showing two Chinese workers with a Soviet expert on a building site, below it is written in Chinese “Study the Soviet Union’s advanced economy to build up our nation.” Doc B is an extract from Deng Xiaoping’s speech at the UN in 1974.These docs are useful to understand the changing relations between China and the USSR between 1949 and 1976 but they present some limits.
 The advantage of Doc A is that it is an historical source from China, so we have China’s point of view in 1953 without distortion. Moreover, as it it is a poster, it illustrates well the friendship between China and the USSR; we can see the Soviet expert and the Chinese working together, a symbol of co-operation. Indeed, in 1950 China and the USSR signed a treaty of friendship, alliance and mutual assistance; Soviet experts were sent to China to help modernise the country – which is the title of the document and shows well Chinese intentions – and Chinese went to study in the USSR.
Doc B is quite useful as well as it shows that China is no longer an ally of the USSR in 1974, so we know that from 1953 with Doc A to 1974 with Doc B, China and the USSR went from an alliance to a split. Moreover, Doc B is an historical source and a speech which makes it very clear. Deng Xiaoping explains the reasons for the Sino-Soviet split by saying the USSR is an “imperialist country” and that it oppresses countries instead of promoting socialism.
However, these two docs present some limits. Doc A is a poster, so it does not explain the reasons for the friendship between China and the USSR. In fact, they signed the treaty of friendship in 1950 because they were both communist countries. And in 1953, the date of the poster, their relations were even better as Khrushchev became the leader of the USSR and Mao had a bad relationship with Stalin. Moreover, as it is a Chinese poster it could be biased when it asserts that the Soviet Union’s economy is “advanced” as it is nothing like as strong as the economy of the USA in 1953.
Doc B is also biased as it is from a Chinese politician, he presents China under too indulgent a light, so it could be accused of being propaganda. Deng Xiaoping rejects that China is at fault for the split, saying that the USSR is “imperialist”. The speech hides other reasons and also the date of the split – with these two docs we only know it happened between 1953 and 1974. In fact, in the later 1950s Khrushchev criticised the cult of personality under Stalin – which Mao took as a personal attack on himself. Khrushchev believed in a different road to socialism (laws) while Mao believed in continuous revolution. The relationship became embittered and their friendship ended in 1956.
Overall, these two docs are quite useful as they allow us to understand that China and the USSR went from co-operation and friendship to a bitter rivalry between 1953 and 1974. However, they do not show all the reasons for their initial friendship and for the later split, and they are both historical sources which could be criticised as propaganda.
Part b) Using Documents A and B and your own knowledge, evaluate the role of China in international relations during the Cold War. [12 marks].
In 1949, Mao and the Communist Party won the civil war against the Guomindang and established the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in mainland China, with the Guomindang founding the Republic of China in Taiwan. In 1949, the PRC was only recognised by the communist countries and it was Taiwan which had the permanent seat in the UN Security Council. The Cold War between the USA and the USSR had begun in 1947 – both nations trying to have the biggest influence on the world. The world was divided between the Western Block and the Eastern Block in this indirect conflict between 1947 and 1991. China positioned itself in the Eastern Block until 1956, it was then an isolated nation until 1971 when it gained enough influence to have a strong independent line.
In 1949 China was weak and needed a strong alliance. It turned naturally to the USSR as they shared communist values. In 1950, Mao and Stalin signed a treaty of friendship, alliance and mutual assistance which entrenched China firmly in the Eastern Block. Doc A shows well the co-operation between China and the USSR as Soviet experts went to China to help to develop its economy and its nuclear programme, and Chinese went to study technology in the USSR. Moreover, China developed an anti-USA foreign policy during these years. In 1950, the USA helped South Korea to invade North Korea after the initial North Korean attack. North Korea was a communist country and South Korea a USA ally, so China helped North Korea to re-invade South Korea in 1951. China showed military power as it matched the US in combat and it gained prestige within the Eastern Block. After Stalin’s death in 1953, Khrushchev became leader of the USSR. At the beginning, Mao had better relations with Khrushchev than with Stalin so the Sino-Soviet link was even stronger.
However, in the later 1950s, Khrushchev criticised the cult of personality under Stalin, believed communism could be achieved through laws, and that there was no ned to fight capitalism as it would destroy itself from its own weakness. Mao had opposite beliefs and thought Khrushchev was also criticising Mao’s own cult of personality. Their relations became bitter, Khrushchev called Mao an ‘Asian Hitler’ and Mao responded by calling Khrushchev an ‘old boot’. In 1962, China fought a war against India because of border disputes, and the USSR backed India in the war – there was Sino-Soviet rivalry until the end of the Cold War. Doc B illustrates how China criticised the USSR, saying it occupies countries and dares to call them allies. However, if China was no longer a Soviet ally it does not mean that their relations with the USA improved. There were recurrent crises in the Strait of Taiwan because of maritime border disputes. The US backed Taiwan and sent ballistic missiles, moreover the US still recognised Taiwan as the only power over all of China. Thus, in the 1960s, China was an isolated nation.
However, China gained some influence in the third world in the 1960s. Already, in 1955, China had attended the Bandung conference which united countries that wanted to keep an independent line towards the two superpowers. China proposed economic assistance to countries in Africa, which two of them accepted. In 1964, the PRC was even recognised by France. In 1971, it had enough international influence at the UN to replace Taiwan and become a permanent member of the Security Council – against the will of the USA.
Thanks to this new position, China could develop its diplomacy while avoiding too strong ties. This is why it invited the US ping-pong team in 1971, which is called ‘ping-pong diplomacy’. In 1972, both countries signed the Shanghai Communique to promote exchanges and they opened embassies in 1979. China improved its relations with the US but did not become an ally, we understand that in Doc B in which Deng Xiaoping criticises both superpowers of bullying all countries. China developed an independent line to avoid the domination of the superpowers.
In 1979, Deng Xiaoping introduced the ‘peaceful rise strategy’ approach. It meant that China was not really interventionist but developed its influence thanks to the economy with the ‘Four Modernisations’. China opened its economy and accepted liberalism and thus rejected even more the USSR but did not become the ally of the USA. Tensions remained between China and the US when the US criticised China’s handling of the Beijing Spring and the massacre of Tiananmen. China became the leading world exporter and the first economic partner of the USA and India. It was therefore able to have a strong independent line.
Overall, China went from a pro-Soviet stance up to 1956, to a period of isolation up to 1971. After 1971, with the permanent seat on the Security Council and the recognition of the USA, China followed a third way – a strong independent line that could resist and even match the two superpowers until the end of the Cold War in 1991.
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