OIB History-Geography. Script F June 2019
Sujet A
History Essay: The USA and the world from 1918 to 2003.
Part a) Explain the term isolationism. 						[8 marks]
When a country is described as ‘isolationist’ it means that the country is characterised by non-intervention in foreign affairs. This country will not have an importance in foreign affairs and diplomatic matters, and thus will not have a global importance in the economy. The is term can be linked with the term ‘pariah state’. A pariah state is isolated internationally but it often comes from the fact that other countries reject them, whereas isolationist policies are a choice, but in the end, due to its isolationist policies, a country may become a pariah state. To make it clearer, North Korea is a pariah state, and China, due to adopting communist policies and rejecting capitalism in 1949, became a pariah state.
Now surprisingly, considering the modern situation, we must not forget that the USA has a long isolationist tradition. Indeed, to think that North Korea is a pariah state and that China was isolated for a long time does not seem shocking, but the USA being isolationist seems unbelievable. During the 19th Century, in 1823 more precisely, the USA developed the ‘Monroe Doctrine’ which is the key to understanding the US foreign policies of the 19th Century. Newly independent, the USA wanted to move away from the European colonialist countries. Thus, they developed this doctrine. The main idea is that the USA will not interfere in European affairs, on the condition that the Europeans do the same in the Americas. This isolated the USA immediately. Indeed, at that time, lots of countries were under European domination, the only place where the US could interfere was South America, but of course this would not provide them with the means to become a hyperpower like France and Britain at that time.
It was of course, a great turn in the US foreign policy when they entered WWI in 1917, after Germany sank one of their boats. Their president Wilson was eager to stop this long tradition of non-intervention and give the US its supremacy. The US had a thriving economy and Wilson wanted to promote their power to the world. This political vision of the US is part of what we call ‘Wilsonianism’. Yet, even if worldwide the 14-points Wilson promoted had some importance – creation of the League of Nations in 1920 and self-determination in Central Europe – the US Congress rejected the 14 points and reverted to isolationism. Even if this post WWI isolationism could be limited in the 1920s (Locarno conference 1925, Dawes Plan 1924, Washing naval reduction agreement 1921) after the Wall Street Crash in 1929 the isolationism was undeniable. Capital and foreign investment were re-patriated, the Congress passed Neutrality Acts in 1935, the USA did not take part in the Central European conferences in 1938, and ultimately did not enter the war until 1941.
By fear of damaging their economy and political stability, the USA were reluctant to interfere in foreign affairs and were isolationist. They thought it would protect them but in 1917 one of their boats was sunk. Feeling threatened and having a president (Wilson) eager to change US foreign policy, they entered the war, only to revert back to isolationism in 1929 after the Wall Street Crash. Ultimately, the ‘Arsenal of Democracy’ speech of Roosevelt in 1940 convinced Americans that intervention was necessary because what happened in Europe was a serious threat for them too.
Part b) To what extent was the year 1941 a significant turning point in the international policy of the USA from 1918 to 2003? 						[12 marks]
In 1823, the Monroe Doctrine defined the way the USA should behave in a world full of colonial predators. The US isolationist policies marked their foreign affairs for more than a century. Even though they entered the Fist World War, it was late and they reverted to isolationism soon after it ended. Yet in 1941, the USA entered the Second World War and it would not be presumptuous to say that without them, the outcome of the war could have been different, and since this event we have not known a president of the US not involved in a war with another country, sending troops or weapons. Entering WW2 has had, therefore, a significant impact on US foreign policy, yet other events with a significant impact on US policy must also be taken into consideration.
Since the US entered WW2 in 1941, they have not stopped intervening in global foreign affairs once, thus proving that 1941 was a turning point. Indeed, the US did take part in many aspects of global affairs, breaking up with their long isolationist tradition, in economic, diplomatic and military fields. This is, of course, particularly noticeable during the Cold War but some major interventions were taken before. On the economic field, from 1944 to 1971 the US dominated the global economy. Indeed, while it seems that WW2 strengthened the US, they decided to embrace their role as the premier financial and industrial power. At the end of WW2, the US produced 50% of the world’s industrial output and had 2/3 of the world’s gold reserves. The cash and carry system, implemented in 1939, contributed to enrich the US. Belligerents had to pay immediately in cash for the products they bought. Ultimately, in 1944, White who represented the US at the Bretton Woods Conference, imposed the dollar as the international currency, which was supposed to correspond to the value of gold. The US were, therefore, at the centre of all the world’s transactions. During the Cold war, they also gave huge loans to European countries through the Marshall Plan, for example to rebuild the European countries. This proves that the US were economically interventionist since their entrance in the war which had enabled them to grow richer.
Entering the war in 1941 also gave the US a diplomatic importance, indeed by being one of the victorious powers, they were present at the Yalta Conference in 1945 and designed the partition of Germany and Berlin. In 1946, when the United Nations was created, they possessed a veto. Thus, during the Cold War they had a major influence in foreign affairs, such as the peace treaties, the Helsinki Conference, and the Oslo Accords in 1993. Entering WW2 gave the US the opportunity to be the world’s most influential country.
Their influence also comes from the military power the war enabled them to have. Indeed, at the end of WW2 their fleet was stronger than all the other countries fleets combined. The war and the researches made during the war, enabled the US to become the first country with nuclear weapons; in 1945 their first bomb exploded in New Mexico. Ultimately, they derived their strength from WW2 and the advances in technology, which allowed them to do the Cold War. They always were ahead of the USSR in the arms race, and they fought all over the world during four decades – Vietnam, Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Honduras – not a continent was free from American troops and influence. Entering WW2 in 1941 gave the US the ability to become an influential power through many diverse fields – and thus it was significant.
Yet we must consider the fact that becoming powerful does not lead automatically to interventionist policies. Indeed, perhaps not as much, but the US in 1917 were powerful and yet did not seem eager to be a superpower. This is why the Truman Doctrine in 1947 was much more significant than the events of 1941. After receiving a ‘long telegram’ from Kennan, and being alarmed by the Soviet expansion which Churchill called ‘an iron curtain descending on Europe’, Truman (who had replaced the dead President Roosevelt) was a stanch anti-Soviet and promoted containment. Through various forms; economic, diplomatic, cultural and military, the US wanted to limit the spread of communism by preventing their power and therefore reaching a US supremacy.
Perhaps not on the same scale but, it is certain that containment is also the key to understanding the movement US foreign policy. Thus the 14 points of Wilson, even if not influential immediately, promote the same values as the Truman Doctrine; spread of democracy, capitalism, free trade, to achieve a long-lasting peace. In the long run, it is certain that Wilsonianism was also a turning point in US foreign policy towards interventionism because, even to this day, we can see something of this doctrine in our own modern world.
Furthermore, the date in itself (1941) is perhaps not a significant turning point because the USA had already started to withdraw from their isolation before 1941. Indeed, in 1939 the Congress was reluctant to enter the war but they released the cash-and-carry system – as soon as the belligerents paid in cash, the US would sell them military goods as long as the cost of transport was covered by the belligerents. This is already a war effort, furthermore at the end of 1940they also released the lend-lease programme – similar rules but payment was not required in cash, and the British received many more weapons. They also refused to sell to some countries, reducing the importance of the Neutrality Acts. Therefore, their neutrality was questioned as well as their isolationism.
Ultimately, the 1940s were a period of change for the US that first entered the war in 1941, which was a strong break with its past, yet because their neutrality could be questioned with the cash-and-carry and lend-lease programmes, the year 1941is perhaps not that important in itself. Of course, it gave the US an importance in world global affairs, but without the Truman Doctrine, perhaps they wouldn’t have started containment policies which strengthened their soft power and diplomatic relations, especially with western countries. Thus, this is why the Truman Doctrine really is more representative of a complete turning point, where no reversion could be possible.
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GEOGRAPHY DOCUMENT: Hubs and flows in globalisation. 
Part a) On the map outline provided, draw an annotated map to show the hubs and flows in globalisation. Produce a key for your map on the sheet provided. 	[10 marks].
	You should produce the following;
· A map that uses an appropriate mixture of words, labels, and symbols (such as surfaces, lines and arrows, shapes and points).
· A key (legend) that includes the meaning of the symbols that you have used.
· A short commentary of no more than 15 lines, to justify the choices you have made in terms of analysis and representation. This should be done in the space provided.
[image: ]
Continued
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Short commentary:
In order to show that all the world was impacted by globalisation, all the countries have been coloured, yet their role in globalisation is very different and unequal, therefore I have used a gradient in the key. I also wanted to use Friedman’s core-periphery model to explain why it is unequal and what roles each of the countries have to play. In the second instance, showing what were the main power webs was also important, and the major global cities are included in the key. Finally, showing the flows created by globalisation was also important because without them globalisation would not exist. The size of the North-North arrow is also relevant to show the inequalities in this type of flows – the South-South arrow rather new and thinner. These arrows also show the link between wealth and the amount of trade.
Nonetheless, some ‘Triad’ coloured countries/territories should be changed because Greenland, for instance, is not really integrated into globalisation but because it is a Danish territory, it was coloured red.
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Part b) Study Document A
(b) Using your sketch map, Document A, and your own knowledge, evaluate the current dynamics of globalisation.								 [10 marks].

Globalisation on the scale we know it is a new phenomenon, indeed, thanks to the spread of free trade theories, co-operation between countries, and technological advances such as containerisation, the world’s store of resources and increasing flows have boomed. Globalisation is a process in which the flows of all categories; capital, ideas, people and goods have increased. In order to understand how it affects the world and what are the main sources of power, we have a map called ‘Hubs and Flows in Globalisation’ and we also have an article from the McKinsey Global Institute, specialising in assessing the world’s flows called ‘Global flows in a digital age’, which highlights the emerging dynamics to consider in the globalisation flows.

The map highlights the importance of the core, also known as the ‘triad’ when discussing globalisation. The dynamic of the core is very strong, in Friedman’s core-periphery system, the core concentrates the activities and will attract them, and thanks to a trickle-down effect, will re-distribute the wealth. Thus, in the map we can see that the main global cities and stock exchanges are located in the core. The triad also has the most influential economic associations such as the EU and NAFTA. Furthermore, because the core has the higher demand, (it is where the people are the richest) the core is a centre of constant demand and because of the NIDL system (New International Division of Labour), the goods are mostly manufactured in Middle Income Countries or emerging economies, it adds to the number of flows in the North-North area.

This is where emerging countries appear, all the orange countries on the map found their place in the dynamics of globalisation and the TNCs that locate their industries in these countries are major actors. TNCs are major actors of globalisation because they create most flows. Considering IKEA’s NIDL, the research is made in the core HICs, whereas the raw materials are found in some emerging markets, such as Poland, Vietnam, and the manufacturing is done in BRICs, and finally the retailing is mostly in the core. So, for one TNC, they have covered all the possible flows – information, technology, capital and goods. The TNCs play a key role in influencing the flows we see on the map. Ultimately, they have a strong part in the current dynamics of globalisation.

But finally, as we can again witness on the map, international monetary organisations (such as the World Bank and the IMF) have a major impact on the dynamics of globalisation. Indeed, these organisations promote free trade and globalisation. Through loans, known as SAPs (Structural Adjustment Policies), the international organisation seeking to help countries left out by globalisation, like LDCs and some low income LICs, will propose some kind of policies to apply to their country in order to develop it. Sometimes these are deemed intrusive and bad for the countries that ‘benefit’ from them. Yet they contribute in encouraging co-operation and exchanges, thus they have a key role in globalisation.

Nonetheless, the dynamics of globalisation can’t be restricted to the core, as the McKinsey article highlights. As emerging economies join in, it creates “new centres of consumers”. IKEA, for example, does consider the emerging countries and has shops in more than 50 countries throughout the world. This also contributes to “more people across borders for business and leisure”. South East Asia is one of the tourism destinations of the world, and more and more people are attracted to middle income countries and emerging countries. Dubai, for example, is really attractive for rich westerners. To take a TNC from an emerging country, TATA is really innovative and is developing global importance and thus has a growing influence on the dynamics of globalisation.

Even if emerging countries and markets have a growing influence and seek to innovate, they still are behind the core that has the most cultural impact and economic power. Added to that, the core initiates most of the flows. But the situation could be changing in the next decades, even if the economists talking about dependency theory tell us that the core seeks to limit the development of the periphery.
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