Britain and the French Revolution

Document A

Ye see yon birkie [that strapping lad] ca’d a lord,
Wha [who] struts, an’ stares, an’ a’ that,
Tho’ hundreds worship at his word,
He’s but a coof [fool] for a’ that.
For a’ that, an’ a’ that,
His ribband, star, an’ a’ that,
The man o’ independent mind,
He looks an’ laughs at a’ that.

A Prince can mak a belted knight,
A marquis, duke, an’ a’ that!
But an honest man’s aboon his might [above his power]–
Guid [good] faith, he mauna fa’ that!
For a’ that, an’ a’ that,
Their dignities, an’ a’ that,
The pith o’ Sense an’ pride o’ Worth
Are higher rank than a’ that.

Then let us pray that come it may,
As come it will for a’ that,
That Sense and Worth, o’er a’ the earth
Shall bear the gree [shall triumph] an’ a’ that.
For a’ that, an’ a’ that,
It’s comin yet for a’ that,
That Man to Man the warld [world] o’er
Shall brithers [brothers] be for a’ that.


Extract from Robert Burns’ poem, 1795


Questions[image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "robert burns"]

1) Is Burns in favour or not of the French Revolution?
2) Give examples of how he describes the nobility?
3) What does he think of “rank”?
4) Why are there capital letters at “Sense and Worth”
5) The British government quickly found Burns a well-paid government job after this poem. Does this change the way you read it?
6) How does this fit into the overall context (see the second weblink)


https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z2v334j/revision/1 (for the poem)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire_seapower/british_french_rev_01.shtml (see the paragraph on “Reaction”)

Document(s) B


“The GOTHS and VANDALS, when they levelled the gates of Rome, and triumphantly entered into the capitol, yet still retained those feelings which distinguished the mind of man from the ungovernable appetite of the brute creation. It is true, they commanded the Roman ladies to attend them with wine under the Plantain Trees, and insisted on the soldiers acting as slaves—but they neither violated the chastity of the one, nor deprived the others of life. Far otherwise has been the conduct of the French barbarians. They delight in that kind of murder, which is attended with cruelty, and rejoice in every occurrence which can debase and unsex the feelings of man.”

The London Times, reporting on the September Massacres on September 10th 1792

If the basis of popular government in peacetime is virtue, the basis of popular government during a revolution is both virtue and terror; virtue, without which terror is baneful; terror, without which virtue is powerless. Terror is nothing more than speedy, severe and inflexible justice; it is thus an emanation of virtue; it is less a principle in itself, than a consequence of the general principle of democracy, applied to the most pressing needs of the patrie.

French leader Robespierre in a speech to the French Convention, February 1794 [Between June 1793 and the end of July 1794, there were 16,594 official death sentences in France, of which 2,639 were in Paris]

"The Contrast 1792" Thomas Rowlandson
[image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "british images of the french revolution"]








[image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "execution of louis xvi"]

Execution of King Louis XVI on 21 January 1793, German engraving, 1793







Questions
1) What is the attitude of the journalist towards the French? Give examples.
2) Does he compare favourably or unfavourably with the barbarians who sacked Rome? Explain.
3) What exactly was the “Reign of Terror” according to French leader Robespierre?
4) Why did this frighten the British? Use the painting to help you answer


Document(s) C

Timeline

1793 January 17 King Louis XVI condemned to death
February 1 France declares war on England and Holland
February 11 England declares war on France
1795 December 15-17 Beginning of French attempt to invade Ireland under Hoche
1798 January 12 Napoleon plans invasion of England, presents plans to
Directory
May 23 Revolts in Ireland in expectation of help from Napoleon
July 14 British army crushes Irish rebellion



The Irish radicals, with a longer history of repression and a nationalist cause to fight, produced a full-scale insurrection in the summer of 1798, but were savagely repressed and collapsed before the promised French invasion force arrived. The Union of Ireland and Britain in 1800 further weakened Irish radicalism, although there was a final rebellion in 1803. In Britain the suspension of habeas corpus enabled the government to imprison most of the leading radicals and to silence the popular movement, despite widespread social unrest from 1799-1801 due to poor harvests and high taxes.

From https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire_seapower/british_french_rev_01.shtml




Read this BBC article: https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/empire_seapower/french_threat_01.shtml



Questions

1) Why did the French declare war on Britain in 1793?
2) How did this influence Britain’s vision of the French Revolution?
3) What dangers were there for Britain after 1793? (read the first two parts of the BBC website.





Document(s) D

Democratic Glory, James Gillray, 1800
(see powerpoint for help to analyse this engraving)
[image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "democratic glory james gillray"][image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "portrait of napoleon on his imperial throne"]














Emperor Napoleon, portrait by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Angres, 1806 

[image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "map of napoleon's conquests"]

Napleon’s conquest of Europe















Questions

1) What does the British cartoonist suggest the British feel about Napoleon in 1800?
2) How is this confirmed by 1806?
3) What dangers did the British see in this (use the map ot help). Explain and give examples.
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