Approaches to Teaching the Gothic Poems

	
Getting Started: Establishing Prior Knowledge

· Gothic Brainstorm
· British library Gothic Words activity https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/gothic-words-activity?mobile=off
· Make a gothic wall/mood board in the classroom (images, key words, literary quotations)
· Fear factor ‘party’ game
· Gothic Art - each group given a different picture to analyse - provide guiding questions - look for gothic features.





	
Teaching Context: Developing Understanding

I. Set up a series of workshops on different stations around the room  - groups rotate around the different workshops.
1. Romanticism - the gothic genre as part of a larger cultural movement.(watch a video about Romanticism such as https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiRWBI0JTYQ Students then write a definition of Romanticism for a wikipedia entry)
2. A Timeline of Gothic Fiction - Understanding the origins and development of the Gothic genre. (students look at the BBC timeline https://www.bbc.com/timelines/zyp72hv and fill in a timeline template)
3. Characteristics and conventions of Gothic Literature. (watch the British Library video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNohDegnaOQ and take notes on each different category)
4. Gothic Concepts and definitions - card sort activity - match the concept to the definitions.

II. Close analysis of extracts from Gothic novels. A first piece of critical writing. Vocabulary development.

III. The lives of gothic writers - research project - presentations/Gossip magazine articles/social media pages etc.





	
Wider Reading

· Other Gothic novels (from the synoptic topic programme?)  - provide a reading list.
· Edgar Allan Poe - The Raven, The Tell Tale Heart or Fall from the House of Usher
· Articles from the British library website - more general ones such as - “The Origins of the Gothic” by John Mullan or text specific ones such as “The science of life and death in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein” by Sharon Ruston. We set 4 or 5 short questions to check they have read and understood.





	The Six Gothic Poems

	Ann Radcliffe: Superstition. An Ode (1790)
· Presentation on the poet
· Brainstorm different superstitions - discussion about why some people believe them.
· Definition of an ode
· Group work - weather/location - war imagery - personification - gothic elements. Students annotate the poem on the board. Teacher fills in anything missing.
· Plenary - making connections with context, wider reading, other texts etc.
	John Keats: La Belle Dame Sans Merci (1819)
· Presentation on the poet
· Paintings by John William Waterhouse, Henry Meynell Rheam, Arthur Hughes and Frank Dicksee.
· Definition of a ballad
· Readings on Youtube by Ben Whishaw and Tom Hiddleston
· Study questions to work through the poem in pairs.
· Plenary - making connections with context, wider reading, other texts etc.


	Emily Dickinson: One Need Not Be A Chamber To Be Haunted (1891)
· Presentation on the poet
· Discuss the quotes from Darwin “We stopped looking for monsters under our bed when we realized that they were inside us.” and Shakespeare “Hell is empty and all the devils are here.”
· Sequence an explanation/paraphrasing of the poem
· Highlight all the references to external physical places and locations In another colour highlight all the references to the internal -  the self and the mind
· Annotate the poem on the board
· Plenary - making connections with context, wider reading, other texts etc.
	Alfred, Lord Tennyson: Mariana (1830)
· Presentation on the poet
· Shakespeare Measure for Measure
· Painting - The Moated Grange by Benjamin Williams Leader and a close study of Mariana by John Everett Millais
· Group work - find and analyse references to the grange, the landscape outside and weather/time of day.
· Students feedback - teacher fills in anything not covered.
· Plenary - making connections with context, wider reading, other texts etc.


	Robert Browning: Porphyria’s Lover (1836)
· Presentation on the poet
· Definition of dramatic monologue
· Study questions for students to work through
· Fill in chart - gothic concepts - example from poem - analyse
· Debate - speaker a psychopath or mercy killer?
· Plenary - making connections with context, wider reading, other texts etc.

	Edgar Allan Poe: Alone (1829)
· Presentation on the poet
· Poetry board game
· Independent annotation/CA skills - feedback
· Plenary - making connections with context, wider reading, other texts etc.





	Checking Understanding
· Creative Extension
· Detailed mind map of gothic concepts and features with examples from the poems. 
· Seminar - prepare five interpretative questions and answers in note form




