The World’s Wife: An Introduction

	Carol Ann Duffy
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	· born on 23 December 1955 in Glasgow
· read philosophy at Liverpool University.
· [bookmark: _1q58c1464k1z]Poet, playwright and freelance writer
· lives in Manchester and is a professor of contemporary poetry at Manchester Metropolitan University.
· became Poet Laureate in 2009
· Her collections include Standing Female Nude (1985), winner of a Scottish Arts Council Award; Selling Manhattan (1987), which won a Somerset Maugham Award; Mean Time (1993), which won the Whitbread Poetry Award; and Rapture (2005), winner of the T. S. Eliot Prize.



	The World’s Wife
· Published in 1999
· The collection takes characters, stories, histories and myths which focus on men, and presents them anew for the public to look at the women that were previously obscured behind the men.
· The characters come from fairy tales, Bible stories, legends, modern horrors and ancient myths.
· The wives of famous men - Mrs. Midas, Mrs. Sisyphus, Frau Freud, Anne Hathaway
· Female versions of famous men - The Kray Sisters, Queen Kong, Elvis’s Twin Sister
· women whose stories have not been told from their perspective - Delilah, Little Red Cap, Salome, Myra Hindley
· A staged production, performed by Linda Marlowe and directed by Di Sherlock, was acclaimed at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in 2009
· A chamber opera by composer Tom Green premiered at Welsh National Opera in October 2017
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	The Title
· “It’s a man’s world”
· “Behind every great man is a great woman”
· “the world and his wife”
· Connotations of the word ‘wife’
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	The Wives
· Titles of the poems - students organise into different clusters and categories
· Images of the husbands/famous men - see how many they recognise - match the poem titles to the images
· Potential for research and presentations



	
Cultural Context
· Liverpool (Duffy went to university there in 1974) - famous for popular culture - Mersey Sound - Liverpool poets (Adrian Henri, Roger McGough and Brian Patten) Liverpool playwrights (Alan Bleasdale and Willy Russell)
· Second wave Feminism - 1960 - 1980 - focus on equality rather than enfranchisement - development of Duffy’s feminism  - Germaine Greer - The Female Eunuch 1970 - the personal as political
· Thatcherism - 1979 - move to the right in British politics. Duffy anti-Thatcherite - her father was trade unionist and a Labour party candidate in the 1980s. Duffy criticises Thatcher’s values of individualism and materialism. 
	
Literary Context
· John Keats - imagery
· The Liverpool poets - “pop poetry” - aimed to reach out to a wide audience - readings took place in a pub or club environment.
· Modernism - T. S. Eliot
· Adrienne Rich - “The Dream of a Common Language”
· Dramatic monologue - influence of Robert Browning - typical features
· Ancient Tales - the power of myths, legends, Biblical stories and fairy tales.
· Revisionism - rewriting or retelling of a story - narratives that have become embedded in our culture - Anne Sexton Transformations 1971 - Angela Carter - The Bloody Chamber 1979 - Liz Lochhead The Grimm Sisters 1981 - Rapunzel’s Revenge: Fairy tales for Feminists 1985, Babette Cole - Princess Smartypants 1986




	
Themes
· Women’s lives - adolescence, marriage, motherhood etc.
· Search for independence
· Innocence → experience
· Sexuality
· Power relationships - subverting roles
· Portrayal of men - patriarchy
· Storytelling and retelling - revisionism
· Religion
· Time and loss

	
Poetic Form
· Dramatic monologue - each poem single speaker - female perspective
· Traditional verse forms - couplets, tercets, quatrains, sestets
· Sonnet
· Ballads
· Free verse


	
Style
· Uses very strong patterns of rhyme and rhythm 
· Sound full of energy - alliteration, sibilance etc.
· Humour - double entendre - black humour
· Clever use of imagery
· Lyrical 
· Modern colloquial language and idiom
· Satire and irony




	Resources:
· York Notes Advanced by Mary Green
· Studying the World’s Wife - English and Media Centre
· Teachit and TES on individual poems
· https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/jan/17/jeanette-winterson-on-carol-ann-duffys-the-worlds-wife



ALL The World’s Wife - Carol Ann Duffy  


Little Red-Cap
Thetis 
Queen Herod 
Mrs Midas
from Mrs Tiresias 
Pilate’s Wife 
Mrs Aesop
Mrs Darwin
Mrs Sisyphus
Mrs Faust
Delilah
Anne Hathaway
Queen Kong
Mrs Quasimodo 
Medusa 
The Devil’s Wife
Circe 
Mrs Lazarus
Pygmalion’s Bride
Mrs Rip Van Winkle
Mrs Icarus
Frau Freud
Salome
Eurydice
The Kray Sisters
Elvis’s Twin Sister
Pope Joan
Penelope
Mrs Beast                                                         
Demeter
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