


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Lycee International of St Germain-en-Laye is a pioneering multilingual school often featuring among the top five state schools in France. All children are educated in two languages to an equal level, and all British Section students sit the ‘Option International du baccalaureat’ (OIB) at the end of Year 13. The OIB should not be confused with the conventional French Baccalaureate. The British version of the OIB is an integrated Franco-British school-leaving qualification jointly certified by Cambridge International Examinations and the French Ministry of Education. The unique feature of the OIB is that A-Level standard examinations in English Literature, History and Geography are added to the full syllabus of the traditional French Baccalaureate. All pupils are required to write and speak in an extended analytical mode at university entrance level in English as well as French. All pupils entering the British Section from French schools also sit an IGCSE in English (First Language) in Year 11. The demands of this dual curriculum mean that pupils learn to manage a heavy workload, and acquire different approaches to thinking and methodology through the two languages. X is following the Scietific (S) stream of the OIB.

X is an academically able, charismatic, and motivated student who is passionate and determined about pursuing a career as a filmmaker. He has a sharp analytical mind and the ability to communicate very effectively, both orally and in writing. We have no doubt that he will be a real innovator in his field: all his teachers comment on his dynamism in lessons, and the leadership potential that he shows when working as part of a team. His academic performance has been consistently excellent, reflected by our overall prediction of 15/20 in the OIB. His poor mark in the Extended Project last year is a real anomaly, and can be partly mitigated by the fact that this was a group task. X’s supervisor writes that he showed a very promising ability to work independently and take on more than his fair share of the workload. His English Literature teacher praises the subtlety of X’s literary analysis; in a recent essay on the frame narrative in ‘Frankenstein’, he was able to make nuanced comments about the text’s structure. She predicts him 16/20, and his other individual subject predictions are as follows: Mathematics (14/20), Physics/ Chemistry (14/20), Biology (15/20), History-Geography (16/20), Philosophy (14/20), German (17/20), Physical Education (16/20). 

In X’s extra-curricular involvement in school productions, he has shown himself as a fine actor with a strong stage presence. During rehearsals he showed a focused determination to give of his best. He was a conscientious member of the team and maintained a quick-witted and intelligent approach to the role of Albany in 'King Lear.' He also played a major role in Pinter's 'The Homecoming'. This is particularly impressive when we consider that X entered the British Section in Year 11 through a specially adapted EAL class for which we regularly receive over 100 competitive applications for only 14 places. At the end of the first year, he took the Cambridge IGCSE in English (First Language) and received the very pleasing mark of  ‘A’. This demonstrates his impressive linguistic fluency and accuracy, as well as his motivation and commitment to developing a bilingual profile. He is fully involved in the British Section community, holding his own among Anglophone pupils. We have no doubt that X has the tenacity to succeed in the film industry, and the motivation and talent to pursue his creative goals at university. He is a very likeable young man who is popular with peers and teachers. We recommend him absolutely unreservedly and very warmly.
For further information on the OIB please go to http://www.asiba.info/pdf/cambridgeoibbrochure.pdf
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