


The Lycee International of St Germain-en-Laye is a pioneering multilingual school often featuring among the top five state schools in France. All children are educated in two languages to an equal level, and all British Section students sit the ‘Option International du baccalaureat’ (OIB) at the end of Year 13. The OIB should not be confused with the conventional French Baccalaureate. The British version of the OIB is an integrated Franco-British school-leaving qualification jointly certified by Cambridge International Examinations and the French Ministry of Education. The unique feature of the OIB is that A Level standard examinations in English Literature, History and Geography are added to the full syllabus of the traditional French Baccalaureate. All pupils are required to write and speak in an extended analytical mode at university entrance level in English as well as French. British Section students also sit IGCSE exams in English (First Language), English Literature and History in Year 11. Some also choose to take Mathematics, although this is not taught in a formal sense. 

X is following the Literature (L) stream of the OIB, a choice very well matched to her academic profile and literary capacities. She is strong in all her subjects, as evidenced by her results in the public examinations taken at the end of Year 12, and her four IGCSEs. However it is in Literature where she really shines. Her marks in French Literature are testament to the subtlety of her analysis, and her talent for both written and oral expression. She is likely to do even better in English literature: the academic approach is quite different to French Literature and is more suited to X’s critical and independent approach. In English Literature, her end-of-Year 12 average of 19/20 places her firmly at the top of the class in a highly academically selective environment. While she is passionate about French Literature in particular, she prefers the way the discipline of literature is approached in UK pedagogy. Therefore, while she has a mother-tongue level of French, her desire to study French literature in the UK reflects noble aims, and has been carefully considered. Her ambition to learn a new language, Russian, reflects her intellectual curiosity. As someone who is already bilingual, and has near-fluency in Spanish, we have no doubt that she will rise to this challenge and approach her learning of Russian with real gusto.

X’s written style shows impressive flair; she crafts an argument with finesse and this allows her to explore abstract ideas about texts. In unseen critical commentaries, she shows a detailed appreciation of writers’ techniques, making pertinent comments on, for example, metrical features in poetry or narrative voice in a prose passage. In her study of set texts in both French and English Literature, she has consistently engaged with complex ideas and she is not afraid to challenge or criticise in her essays and in class contributions. She was presented as a candidate for the ‘Concours Géneral’ in French Literature, an accolade reserved for the French academic elite. Yet despite her intellect, X shows a refreshing humility in her approach to learning, and is driven by the intrinsic pleasures of studying literature.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is with considerable confidence that we predict X to achieve 16+/20. Her average across all subjects at the end of Year 12 was 17.5/20. It is also worth mentioning that X received a High Achiever Award for her English Language IGCSE where she gained the joint highest mark in Europe. She is a truly remarkable student who will thrive on the challenges of the most demanding intellectual environment. We support her application wholeheartedly and recommend her very warmly. For further information on the OIB please go to http://www.asiba.info/pdf/cambridgeoibbrochure.pdf
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