The Lycee International of St Germain-en-Laye is a pioneering multilingual school often featuring among the top five state schools in France. All children are educated in two languages to an equal level, and all British Section students sit the ‘Option International du baccalaureat’ (OIB) at the end of Year 13. The OIB should not be confused with the conventional French Baccalaureate. The British version of the OIB is an integrated Franco-British school-leaving qualification jointly certified by Cambridge International Examinations and the French Ministry of Education. The unique feature of the OIB is that A Level standard examinations in English Literature, History and Geography are added to the full syllabus of the traditional French Baccalaureate. All pupils are required to write and speak in an extended analytical mode at university entrance level in English as well as French. British Section students also sit IGCSE exams in English (First Language), English Literature and History in Year 11. The demands of this dual curriculum mean that pupils learn to manage a heavy workload, and acquire different approaches to thinking and methodology through the two languages. This cultural and intellectual flexibility generally enables them to become highly successful undergraduates. X is following the Scientific (S) stream of the OIB. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]X is a student who has excellent interpersonal skills, and an impressive work ethic. Her academic performance is good across the board: she performs admirably in both science and humanities subjects, showing excellent levels of numeracy and literacy. Her overall prediction of 14/20 is evidence of her ability to perform well in all her subjects, and her conscientious attitude. Her communication skills are particularly excellent; she is a bilingual student who can write analytical essays in both English and in French, and who can deliver formal presentations in both languages in a poised and confident manner. Her English Literature teacher predicts her at least 14/20 in the OIB. During group work, X demonstrates real leadership potential: she can motivate others and is a dynamic member of her class and the wider school community. Her motivation to study hospitality management is underpinned by a range of pre-professional experience which she has organised independently. This is particularly impressive considering that in France, school students have legal restrictions which limit the amount of work experience that they are allowed to undertake. 

As well as being bilingual, X also has an excellent level in both Spanish and Chinese. Her Spanish teacher writes that she has a professional level of proficiency in the language. Conversationally, she is fluent, and she is increasingly ambitious with her use of vocabulary, both orally and in writing. She is dynamic in class, and participates with real enthusiasm. In Chinese, X’s teacher commends her interest in class and her ability to challenge her European cultural assumptions. She is developing her conversational ability in this difficult language, and she has really applied herself to learning characters. Both her language teachers write about X’s enthusiasm to use languages in her future career, and they praise her intercultural awareness.

We have no doubt that X’s skills and qualities put her in a very strong position to succeed in her ambition to work in international hotel management. She has real leadership potential that will serve her well in her career ambitions. We recommend her absolutely unreservedly and without hesitation. For further information on the OIB please go to http://www.asiba.info/pdf/cambridgeoibbrochure.pdf
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