


The Lycee International of St Germain-en-Laye is a pioneering multilingual school often featuring among the top five state schools in France. All children are educated in two languages to an equal level, and all British Section students sit the ‘Option International du baccalaureat’ (OIB) at the end of Year 13. The OIB should not be confused with the conventional French Baccalaureate. The British version of the OIB is an integrated Franco-British school-leaving qualification jointly certified by Cambridge International Examinations and the French Ministry of Education. The unique feature of the OIB is that A Level standard examinations in English Literature, History and Geography are added to the full syllabus of the traditional French Baccalaureate. All pupils are required to write and speak in an extended analytical mode at university entrance level in English as well as French. British Section students also sit IGCSE exams in English (First Language), English Literature and History in Year 11. The demands of this dual curriculum mean that pupils learn to manage a heavy workload, and acquire different approaches to thinking and methodology through the two languages. This cultural and intellectual flexibility generally enables them to become highly successful undergraduates.

[bookmark: _GoBack]X is a dynamic, academically capable young man. He is following the Scientific (S) stream of the OIB, a choice that allows him to combine the study of mathematics at a high level with the broader humanities curriculum. He studies History-Geography in both English and French, and this allows him to explore different perspectives on historical events and debate international perspectives on more recent economic and political developments. His desire to read History and International Relations is underpinned by an impressive commitment to developing his wider reading, and a more practical exploration of the political world through work experience at the European Parliament. His History-Geography teacher describes him as a leader in class debates: he is quick to grasp new ideas and follows the thread of an argument, intervening in a meaningful and pertinent way. His essays are cogent, and increasingly well structured, and he is engaging and creative in oral presentations. His prediction of 16/20 in History-Geography reflects his position in the top third of a strong class. His English Literature teacher describes him as having very strong skills of analysis; he is able to make insightful cross references between texts, and can back up his arguments with well-chosen evidence from literary texts; she predicts him 16/20. In Maths, his teacher describes him as quick and rigorous. She praises both his intellectual aptitude and his diligence and predicts him 16/20. His other predictions are as follows: Physics/ Chemistry (15/20), Biology (16/20), German (18/20), Italian (18/20), Philosophy (14/20), Physical Education (19/20).

X is a committed member of the school community, participating well beyond the classroom. As the head of the School Council, he has proven that he can manage and motivate others, rallying support for charity initiatives. He has also shown impressive time management and resilience in this role, managing conflicting priorities while maintaining his academic high standards. He is a key member of the debating club, and is a confident and poised public speaker. We have no doubt that he will contribute a great deal to the wider university community, as well as making an excellent student of International Relations and History. He will be an asset to your institution, and we recommend him absolutely unreservedly.
For further information on the OIB please go to http://www.asiba.info/pdf/cambridgeoibbrochure.pdf
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