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Why	are	definition	and	recognition	of	
OIB	standards	important?	

•  Ensuring	that	students	entering	international	
sections	have	an	appropriate	level	of	English,	
and	suitable	level	of	interest/aptitude	in	the	
Section	subjects	

•  Ensuring	access	to	universities	in	the	UK,	in	
France	and	elsewhere	for	OIB	students	

•  Ensuring	standards	are	understood	and	
information	is	available	to	relevant	authorities	
before	Brexit	



Definition	of	standards	is	focused	on	

•  The	end	of	the	collège	cycle	(DNBI)	for	
admission	to	lycée		

•  The	end	of	the	lycée	cycle	(OIB)	for	university	
matriculation	



Recognition	is	good	given	the	statistically	
minute	number	of	OIB	applicants	

•  UCAS	–	OIB	on	drop-down	menu	
•  British	universities	
•  Irish	universities	
•  McGill	&	other	Canadian	universities	
	



Definition	of	language	standards	
(CEFR)	-	French	

•  Lycée	programme:	CEFR	C1	‘required’	for	OIB	
(B.O.	no	7,	12	February	2015)		

•  Collège	programme:	B2	‘reference	level’	at	
end	of	3e	

•  Standard	equivalent	to	IGCSE	in	Seconde	(B.O.	
no	7,	15	February	2015)		

•  Comparisons	with	LV1/European	Option:	B2	
expected	at	end	of	Terminale	(LV1:	B2=20/20)	



B.O.	no	7,	12	February	2015:	
Programme	d’enseignement		



Definition	of	language	standards	–	
English/international	

•  ‘Academic	use	of	English’	
•  ASIBA/Cambridge	Brochure:	C1+/	‘educated	native	
speaker/writer’	

•  ASIBA/Cambridge	L&L	Standards	document:	C1+/	
‘educated	native	speaker/writer’	

•  Cambridge	OIB	Handbook:	‘C1	or	C2	on	the	CEFR’…	
‘academically	accomplished	native	speaker/writer’	

•  UCAS	Handbook	for	Admissions	Tutors:	‘linguistic	
performance	is	assessed	by	reference	to	appropriate	
first-language	usage’…	‘C1	or	C2	on	the	CEFR	



Definition	of	standards	in	Literature	-	
French	

•  B.O.	no	7,	12	February	2015:	
–  	A-level	standard	of	literary	study	at	OIB	
–  IGCSE	standard	of	literary	study	in	Seconde	



Definition	of	standards	in	Literature	
and	History-Geography	–	English/

international	

•  ASIBA/Cambridge	Brochure:	‘A-level	standard	
examinations	in	Language	and	Literature	and	
History-Geography’	

•  Cambridge	OIB	Handbook:	‘second	year	A-
level	equivalence	within	the	British	A-level	
system’	

•  UCAS	Handbook	for	Admissions	Tutors:	
‘equivalent	to	A-level’		

	



Equivalency	of	OIB	overall	marks	with	
A-level	grade	combinations	

•  King’s	College	London	comparative	table	
•  University	of	Bristol	comparative	table	(no	
longer	in	public	domain)	

•  OIB	Handbook,	Section	3:	comparative	table	
•  OIB	Brochure	(Cambridge/ASIBA)	comparative	
table	



King’s	College	London	table	
A-level	grade	combination	 OIB	overall	mark	

A*AA	 16	

AAA	 15	

AAB	 14	

ABB	 13	

BBB	 12	

‘Where	our	online	prospectus	asks	for	a	specific	subject	grade	at	A-level,	
we	are	likely	to	require		16	in	the	individual	Baccalaureate	subject	for		
an	A*,	14	in	the	individual	Baccalaureate	subject	for	an	A	and	13	in	the	
individual	Baccalaureate	subject	for	a	B.’	



OIB	Handbook:	‘typical	grade	equivalencies	
between	A	level…and	OIB’	

A-level	grade	requirement	 OIB	requirement	

A*AA	 16	overall	

AAA	 14-15	overall	

AAB	 14	overall	

AAB/ABB	 13	overall	

BBB	 12	overall	

‘…an	offer	level	of	AAA	at	A-level	might	be	expressed	in	OIB	terms	as	a	mark	of	14/20	
overall	with	14/20	in	one	or	two	subjects	relevant	to	the	candidate's	proposed	
university	course.	This	approach	is	particularly	useful	in	setting	offers	for	courses	
requiring	the	A*	grade	at	A-level,	and	thus	seeking	excellence	in	specific	subjects	in	
addition	to	strong	overall	achievement.	In	their	OIB	offers	for	such	courses,	
universities	might	demand	an	overall	mark	of	15	while	requiring	marks	of	15	or	16	in	
the	specific	subject(s)	for	which	the	A*	grade	might	be	expected.’	



Important	to	know	

•  Non-EU	students	applying	to	UK	universities	must	
show	English	competence	through	a	‘secure	English	
Language	test’	(SELT).	The	OIB	is	not	a	SELT,	and	
neither	is	IGCSE	English	First	Language	

•  There	are	no	authoritative	statistical	comparisons	
between	OIB	overall	marks	and	A-level	grade	
combinations.	Neither	the	Qualifications	and	
Curriculum	Authority	nor	the	examination	boards	now	
publish	results	in	terms	of	grade	combinations	(AAB	
etc).	Thus	the	best	approach	is	to	suggest	comparisons	
based	on	empirical	evidence	of	appropriate	standards	


